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Your Excellency, Dr Mohammad Ridha Kechride, Minister of Public Health, ladies and 

gentlemen, participants of the workshop, 

 

It gives me great pleasure to be present with you during the launching of the 

strategic directions framework for nursing and midwifery development in Tunisia. 

 

The regional strategy for nursing and midwifery development which was adopted 

by the Regional Committee in 1998, continues to be the guiding framework for 

developing nursing and midwifery in the countries of the Eastern Mediterranean Region.  

The Fifty-fourth World Health Assembly, in May 2001, stated that nurses and midwives 

play a crucial and cost effective role in reducing excess mortality, morbidity and 

disability, and in promoting healthy lifestyles. It called for WHO to assist countries in 

optimizing the contribution of nurses and midwives. 
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In October 2003, the World Health Organization launched a document on nursing 

and midwifery strategic directions for the years 2002-2008. WHO’s new strategic 

directions target five main areas: 

 

• Human resources planning and capacity building 

• Management of personnel 

• Evidence-based practice 

• Education, and 

• Governance 

 

Many countries are reporting that many nurses and midwives are leaving the health 

services. There is international competition to recruit nurses to the developed countries 

from developing countries. Tunisia has experienced this phenomenon and has made 

tremendous progress in preparing nurses and midwives at the pre-service level and in the 

establishment of continuing education programmes for nurses and midwives. 

 

I am delighted that you have worked during the past few months on the 

development of a strategic plan for nursing and midwifery for Tunisia, the work that 

cultivated in this workshop. I hope that this plan once finalized is incorporated into the 

national health plan of the country. 

 

I look forward to receiving this plan and sharing it with other countries of the 

Region as an example for putting our vision into action. 

 

I would like to thank you for your active participation in the workshop and I wish 

to extend my sincere appreciation to the government of Tunisia  and H.E. The Minister 

of Public Health for providing me with the opportunity to be with you today. 


