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Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to our second Training Workshop on Methods 

for HIV/AIDS Estimates and Projections. As those of you who attended the first workshop 

remember, it was also held here in the Regional Office about one and a half years ago, in 

September 2003. I would like to extend my thanks to our colleagues from UNAIDS and WHO 

headquarters who have coordinated with us to hold this workshop as one of a series of similar 

workshops in different regions. 

 

Dear friends, 

 

The HIV epidemic is steadily spreading in the Eastern Mediterranean Region, where an 

estimated 710 000 people are currently living with HIV/AIDS, including 92 000 people who  

contracted the infection during 2004. Despite this threat, information on the epidemic remains 

insufficient, and surveillance systems have not yet been developed to produce reliable data about 

the epidemic.  
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There is no doubt that accurate estimations and projections for the HIV epidemic, together 

with reliable data, are necessary for stronger political commitment, effective advocacy and better 

programme planning. Experience has shown that lack of information has resulted, in many 

instances, in lower prioritization of HIV/AIDS on the political agenda, and on that of the health 

sector itself. Because of to this situation, improving our knowledge of the HIV epidemic has been 

clearly addressed in both the Global Health Sector Strategy and the Strategic Plan for Improving 

Health Sector Response to HIV/AIDS and Sexually Transmitted Diseases in the Eastern 

Mediterranean Region. 

 

From this comes the importance of this series of workshops, which it is hoped will help 

countries to generate better HIV/AIDS data through the application of standardized methods of 

HIV estimation, using the software packages prepared by both UNAIDS and WHO. We believe 

that the first series of workshops had a positive impact on the country estimates for 2003 and 

2004, and we expect that this second series will further improve the process of generating country 

estimates, and consequently will make regional and global estimates for 2005 more reliable and 

useful. This will surely be reflected in better country, regional and global responses to the 

epidemic. 

 

Before I finish, I would like to encourage yet further cooperation between UNAIDS and 

WHO at both global and regional levels, as this has proved a very effective strategy for providing 

technical support and building capacity in countries.  

 

I wish you all success in your workshop, and I look forward to seeing the results of 

applying the new methodologies in your countries. 

 

Finally, I wish you all a pleasant stay in Cairo. 


