
 
 

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful 

 

Opening remarks 

to the  

FIRST MEETING OF  

THE REGIONAL WORKING GROUP FOR ROTAVIRUS SURVEILLANCE 

Cairo, Egypt, 25–26 April 2005 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

 It is a pleasure to welcome you all to the First Meeting of the Regional Working 

Group for Rotavirus Surveillance. I would like to express my great appreciation to all 

partners, especially the members of the Regional Working Group, who are doing their 

best and meeting today to make the Eastern Mediterranean Rotavirus Surveillance 

Network a reality. I am also pleased to have with us today representatives from the 

largest two countries of the Region, Pakistan and Egypt.  

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

 In September 2004, a meeting was held to review, with Member States, the 

situation of rotavirus epidemiology and surveillance in the Region, to brief them on 

progress in the production of rotavirus vaccines and the recommended methods of 

assessment of burden of rotavirus gastroenteritis and to plan together to establish a 

regional network for rotavirus surveillance. During that meeting we discussed, as partners, 

the next steps to establish that network. We agreed that we would establish a surveillance 

programme under the auspices of ministries of health, rather than research projects. We 

agreed that we would start with the priority countries in the Region: those with large 
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populations, those with high burden of diarrhoeal diseases, those who could implement 

such surveillance activities and those who might be early introducers of the rotavirus 

vaccine, when available. We agreed that different kinds of support could be provided to 

the different countries according to country situations and deeds. Some countries might be 

provided with technical support only, while others might require both technical and 

financial support. Finally, we agreed to establish a Regional Working Group on rotavirus 

surveillance for managing the rotavirus network.  

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

 During the past few months we succeeded together in taking the initial steps for 

establishing the rotavirus surveillance network. The regional working group, with 

membership of all partners, was formulated, funds necessary to initiate the surveillance 

activities were mobilized and a call for proposals to establish surveillance of rotavirus 

gastroenteritis was sent to the priority countries. Today, we meet to assess the proposals 

submitted by the different countries and establish a suitable mechanism for providing 

technical and material support to these countries.  

 

 Before ending, I would like to emphasize that extensive work will be needed in 

the coming period to initiate the network. Achieving our target will largely depend on the 

outcome of this meeting. I hope we will come up with sound judgement on the submitted 

proposals, clear guidance to the countries for amendment and efficient planning for future 

support through the regional working group. I thank all of you for your continuous 

support to the Eastern Mediterranean Region and wish you a pleasant stay in Cairo. 

 
 


