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Dear Colleagues,  

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the consultation to develop the 

regional HIV/AIDS/STD regional strategy for the period 2006–2010. 

I would like to express my appreciation to this distinguished group of health 

professionals, academicians and experts who have agreed to share with us this important 

occasion. I welcome as well our colleagues from headquarters and thank them for their 

participation and continuous support. I would also like to thank Mr Oussama Tawil, 

UNAIDS Team Leader for Middle East and North Africa, who cooperates closely with us 

and complements our efforts in the response to HIV/AIDS and sexually transmitted 

diseases in the Eastern Mediterranean Region. 

As you are aware, this Consultation deals with the second regional strategy for 

HIV/AIDS and STD. The first strategy covered the period 2002–2005, and some of you 

attended the consultation that prepared for its development in September 2001. The first 
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strategy had a clear role in guiding the efforts of countries of the Eastern Mediterranean 

Region against HIV/AIDS and STDs, and many achievements were made at both 

regional and country level in light of its targets and directions. But naturally, its 

implementation also faced a number of challenges and difficulties. 

The new strategic plan was developed as a draft early this year. It was reviewed 

during the Fifteenth National AIDS Programme Managers meeting held in April in Cairo. 

The comments made by the country representatives during that meeting have already 

been introduced into the draft strategy which will be reviewed during this consultation. 

The new strategy takes into consideration the achievements and challenges of the 

first strategy, as well as the new initiatives announced in recent years that now constitute 

a major directing force in the response to HIV/AIDS, namely the 3 by 5 Initiative and 

Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Although the HIV epidemic is still on the rise in the Region, as shown by the 

estimated figures by WHO and UNAIDS, I feel that during the past few years the 

conditions in the Region have improved to enable a better response to the epidemic. The 

great majority of countries are now trying to respond actively to the epidemic. Guidelines 

for different aspects of HIV/AIDS care are being developed; efforts to introduce 

antiretroviral drugs are very evident; more countries are obtaining approval for Global 

Fund proposals or have mobilized resources from other donors such as the World Bank 

and UK Department for International Development; many countries have developed or 

are developing national strategic plans; stigma and discrimination are decreasing 

gradually; and more political commitment is being translated into action. The new 

strategic plan must cover different aspects of health sector response and the grasp 

opportunities that now exist to direct the efforts of countries and the Regional Office in 

an active way during the coming five years. 
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Dear Colleagues, 

At the end of my word, I thank you all for accepting our invitation, and I look 

forward to seeing the final strategic plan after incorporating your valuable contributions. 

Finally, I wish you a pleasant stay in Sharm El- Sheikh. 

 


