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Message from 

DR HUSSEIN A. GEZAIRY 

REGIONAL DIRECTOR 

WHO EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN REGION 

to the  

JOINT WHO/CEHA AND ISESCO REGIONAL TRAINING COURSE FOR 

TRAINERS ON SANITARY INSPECTION OF PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY 

SYSTEMS   

Amman, Jordan, 16–18 May 2005 

Your Excellency, Distinguished Participants, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

It is a pleasure to welcome all of you to the Regional Training Course for Trainers on 

Sanitary Inspection of Public Water Supply Systems, organized jointly by the WHO Centre 

for Environmental Health Activities and the Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization (ISESCO). 

As you all know, in 2002 around 1.1 billion people throughout the world did not have 

access to improved sources of water. Around 17% of the population in the Eastern 

Mediterranean Region does not have access to an improved water source, with the majority 

residing in rural areas.  
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Every year, around 2.2 million people in the world die of basic hygiene-related 

diseases, such as diarrhoea. The great majority are children in developing countries. In four 

countries of this Region, the infant mortality rate is higher than 100 per 1000 live births. The 

highest infant mortality rates are linked with the lowest access to safe drinking-water. 

Interventions in hygiene, sanitation and water supply make proven contributions to 

controlling this disease burden. For decades, universal access to safe water and sanitation has 

been promoted as an essential step in reducing this preventable disease burden. Achieving 

universal access is an important long-term goal. Nevertheless the target of universal access 

to improved water sources and basic sanitation remains elusive. The Millennium 

Development Goals established the lesser but still ambitious goal of halving the proportion 

of people without access to safe water by 2015.  

How to accelerate health gains against this long-term backdrop, and especially among 

the most affected populations, is a major challenge. There is now conclusive evidence that 

simple, acceptable, low-cost interventions, such as low cost disinfection and sanitary survey 

inspections, can achieve tremendous improvement in water quality programmes.  

Last month CEHA organized training for trainers on low cost disinfection. It is now 

complementing that training with this course on sanitary inspection of public water supply 

systems, which is meant to identify problems which may affect the safety of water. These 

surveys are based on a physical inspection of the water system and the ways in which the 

system is operated and maintained. Sanitary surveys, routine monitoring of water quality and 

review of construction plans are important tools for assuring that drinking-water is made 

safe.  

In this training course, you will learn how to conduct sanitary surveys of water 

systems.  Training includes all eight essential elements of a sanitary survey as outlined in the 

CEHA Guidance on Sanitary Surveys published in 2005. The Learner’s Guide covers the 

following topics: organizing the sanitary survey; drinking-water regulations; water sources; 

water supply pumps and pumping; storage facilities; water treatment processes; distribution 

systems; cross-connections; monitoring and laboratory testing; and water system 

management.  
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 A video series produced by the United States Environmental Protection Agency and 

designed for state and local agency inspectors to view before conducting a sanitary survey of 

water system had been Arabized. This series, currently covering eight important areas 

(wells; cross-connections; storage; hypochorination; gas chlorination; distribution systems; 

sampling and recordkeeping; and ground water under direct influence), has been compiled 

on a DVD set that will be used and distributed to the trainers. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 Water systems are critical to every community. Protection of public drinking-water 

systems must be a high priority for local officials and water system owners and operators to 

ensure an uninterrupted and safe water supply, which is essential for the protection of public 

health and safety, fire fighting in particular. Therefore the training course will also include a 

session on how to carry out adequate security measures which will help prevent loss of 

service through terrorist acts, vandalism or pranks.  

You will become acquainted with the Security Vulnerability Self-Assessment 

Guidance which will help water authorities to determine possible vulnerable components in 

the water system and identify security measures that should be considered. A “vulnerability 

assessment” is the identification of weaknesses in water system security, focusing on defined 

threats that could compromise its ability to provide adequate potable water and water for 

firefighting. We strongly urge each water authority in the Region to review its system 

vulnerabilities, and to adapt the sanitary inspection for the water systems.  

It is our intention that successful completion of this practical training course will 

ensure your capability to work as trainers in the field. I hope that all of you will return home 

armed with knowledge in the field of sanitary inspection of water supply systems and 

Security Vulnerability Self-Assessment for Water Systems and will work hard to 

disseminate what you have learned in this course to other professionals in the water sector in 

your countries.  
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I wish all of you success, and I take this opportunity to express my thanks to ISESCO 

for joining WHO in supporting this vital course, which is aimed at imparting and adapting 

two important tools in water services, the sanitary inspection and assessment of security 

vulnerability of the water system. I will also take this opportunity to express my deep 

gratitude to the Government of Jordan for all the assistance it gives the WHO Centre for 

Environmental Health Activities in implementing our programmes.  

 

 


