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Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to the Seventh Meeting of the 

Technical Advisory Group for Poliomyelitis Eradication in Pakistan. I would like to 

express my gratitude to the members of the group for their participation and guidance in 

the fight to eradicate poliomyelitis from Pakistan, and from the Region as a whole. I 

would also like to commend the Federal Ministry of Health in Pakistan, as well as the 

many polio eradication partners in Pakistan, particularly UNICEF, Rotary International, 

the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and other key partners including the 

Canadian International Development Agency, the Governments of Japan and the United 

Arab Emirates, the United States Agency for International Development, the World 
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Bank, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and the United Nations Foundation, for their 

great commitment and effort towards the eradication goal. 

At present, we are running the last mile of the eradication marathon. As of today, 

the latest information indicates that in the presence of a well developed and efficiently 

performing surveillance system, the number of confirmed cases of polio from the 

countries of the Region is 34; twenty four of them are from Pakistan and five imported 

cases in Sudan. 

Results of epidemiological and genetic studies show a marked decrease in genetic 

diversity of the virus, pointing to progress towards achieving the eradication goal. It 

seems that type 3 poliovirus has disappeared from Pakistan, as the last case reported was 

about six months ago. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

As we all know, the first basic strategy in polio eradication is high routine 

immunization coverage. I am very concerned that routine immunization in Pakistan is not 

reaching more than 70% of the infants, and I am sure you will recommend ways to 

strengthen routine immunization coverage. 

Supplemental immunization activities are at their peak. I am pleased with the 

standard of performance and with the development of campaign control efforts, in which 

all levels of national authorities are deeply involved. 

Surveillance in Pakistan is at a very high standard of sensitivity and quality. I wish 

to congratulate all those involved in surveillance throughout Pakistan, and to give special 

credit to the polio laboratory at the National Institute of Health for its excellent 

performance. I am pleased to note that the AFP surveillance system is extending support 

to surveillance of other EPI diseases in Pakistan. 

I am hopeful that poliovirus transmission will cease very soon in Pakistan, and I 

urge the programme to begin considering end-game strategies, particularly in the field of 
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laboratory containment and in certification. We invited the Chairman of the National 

Certification Committee of Pakistan to the last meeting of the Regional Certification 

Commission (RCC), and I look forward to submission of a preliminary report from 

Pakistan to the RCC. 

Dear Colleagues 

I have visited Pakistan several times this year and have witnessed the commitment 

of the national authorities at every level to the goal of polio eradication. I have seen the 

dedication of the staff who are working in the field and I am convinced that the national 

programme will succeed and that we could soon be celebrating its success.  

WHO and other partners in polio eradication have never hesitated to extend 

whatever support is necessary to Pakistan, both technical and financial. We have the 

largest ever number of professionals, both national and international, appointed in 

Pakistan for any health programme, and we wish to assure the programme of the 

continued commitment of all the polio eradication partners. 

I call on all concerned in Pakistan to continue intensified, high-quality 

immunization campaigns and maintain the surveillance quality over all districts and 

subdistricts in Pakistan, and to give priority to strengthening routine immunization. 

I wish to end this message by reminding you that the eradication of polio from 

Pakistan is within reach. Each and every one of us shares the responsibility for ensuring 

that the future generations of Pakistan will live in a polio-free environment where no 

child will ever again be crippled with this disease. 

God bless you.   

 

 

 


