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Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all today to the Regional Advocacy and 

Briefing Meeting on the 3 by 5 Initiative. This initiative has gained great momentum 

since the election of the Director-General, Dr LEE Jong Wook. The situation with regard 

to access to HIV/AIDS care has been very disappointing in developing countries, 

particularly in Africa. Fewer than half a million receive antiretroviral therapy out of 

around 6 million in developing countries who are currently in urgent need; that is less 

than 8%. In the Eastern Mediterranean Region, fewer still have access to ARV therapy—

only 5 % of those in need. 

 

  

 



 2

There have been many attempts to improve the situation of access to antiretroviral 

therapy during the past few years, at all levels. The Declaration of Commitment of the 

United Nations Special Session on HIV/AIDS affirmed the responsibility of the health 

systems to detect and treat HIV infection. Countries have therefore committed themselves 

to addressing the provision of HIV treatment. 

The Accelerating Access Initiative has had an important role in the dramatic 

reductions in the cost of antiretroviral drugs in many developing countries during the past 

few years. There are now also major funding opportunities offered by the World Bank 

and the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, whose support is expected 

to double the number of people currently receiving antiretroviral therapy in the 

developing world. 

It is however estimated that if efforts continue at the present pace, only one 

million people with have access to antiretroviral therapy by the end of 2005, and 

accordingly millions of people will die. 

The WHO’s Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean has provided 

technical support to a number of countries in order to develop their negotiation plans with 

pharmaceutical companies, and to develop their antiretroviral therapy guidelines. A 

regional meeting was held in 2003 to gain country commitment for HIV/AIDS care and 

to develop country care plans. Currently, however, only one half of the countries of the 

Region offer antiretroviral therapy to their patients, and the gap in access to antiretroviral 

therapy remains very wide. 

Dear Colleagues, 

Clearly the need for the 3 by 5 initiative is as significant in the Eastern 

Mediterranean Region as elsewhere and hence the importance of this meeting, which 

marks the launch of the initiative in the Region. 

The Regional Office has been involved in the planning of the 3 by 5 initiative at 

the regional level, and has developed a regional workplan for the biennium 2004–2005. 
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However, we are already proposing to extend the activities and support of the initiative to 

more countries than was originally planned. These countries are represented here today 

by high-level officials and professionals whose invaluable input will ensure the necessary 

commitment, planning and implementation. 

I have to stress that in order for 3 by 5 to succeed in any country there must be 

full and true commitment from that country, as well from other partners. Countries must 

take the lead, while international partners ensure the resource gaps are bridged and the 

necessary support for building up the capacity to deliver antiretroviral therapy is 

provided.  

At the global level there is a clear commitment from the two major organizations 

working in HIV/AIDS—UNAIDS and the Global Fund—to collaborate with WHO in the 

implementation of 3 by 5. In this respect, I would like to thank their representatives for 

accepting our invitation and joining us today in this meeting. 

I would like to thank also our colleagues from the 3 by 5 team at WHO 

headquarters who shared in the organization of the meeting and will undoubtedly have a 

great input in the technical sessions. 

Finally let me thank the members of the Regional HIV/AIDS Advisory Group 

who will have an important role with the start of implementation of the 3 by 5 initiative 

in our Region. 

I wish you all success in your meeting, and I hope that your discussions will result 

in practical and fruitful recommendations. 

Thank you.   


