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Mr Chairman, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is a great pleasure to welcome you all to the Eleventh Meeting of the Regional 

Commission for Certification of Poliomyelitis Eradication.  

 

Mr Chairman, you and your fellow members of the Regional Commission deserve our 

special thanks for your work and continued commitment to poliomyelitis eradication in the 

Region and for ensuring eventual certification. It is with regret and sorrow that I announce the 

death of one of your members, Professor Natth from Thailand, in February this year and I would 

like to observe a minute of silence in his memory.  
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Dear Colleagues  

During 2003, polio eradication activities in those countries in the Region that are still 

endemic have continued to make progress. On a regional basis, the surveillance indicators 

continue to be of certification quality. No case of wild poliovirus has been reported from Somalia 

since early October 2002 and I hope you will be reviewing its national document at your next 

meeting.  

 

In Pakistan, even though the number of reported cases in 2003 was a bit higher than that 

reported during 2002, 103 versus 90, genetic evidence shows that polio endemicity is being 

sustained by the fewest chains of transmission ever and surveillance continues to be among the 

best. During 2004, to date 6 cases have been reported from Pakistan and 2 cases from 

Afghanistan. The number of cases reported in January and February this year from Pakistan is the 

lowest ever reported for these 2 months. The last case reported from Egypt was in June 2003.  

 

We are all hoping that with renewed political commitment, underscored by the recent 

Geneva Declaration for the Eradication of Poliomyelitis and intensified activities, transmission of 

wild poliovirus will cease not later than the end of the year in Afghanistan and Pakistan and that 

Egypt will continue to be free of poliomyelitis. You will be hearing from the secretariat, in detail, 

about the progress in all these three countries and the steps being taken to further improve the 

quality of surveillance and immunization activities. At this meeting, we have also invited the 

Chairmen of National Certification Committees from those three countries to observe the 

Commission’s review process and to benefit from the presentations on the regional and global 

overviews of polio eradication and containment activities, and from the discussion on country 

reports.     

 

Importation continues to be a very real threat in the Region. In contrast to what has been 

reported from countries in West Africa, we in this region have been quite fortunate so far with 

only one importation recorded in 2003 in Lebanon. However, there is no cause for complacency. 

Perhaps there is need for the Commission to revisit the national plans prepared by the countries 

for an effective and timely response to importation of wild poliovirus into polio-free countries.  
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I am pleased to note that work on laboratory containment is progressing satisfactorily and 

is being aligned with certification-related activities at the national level, and that you will be 

reviewing reports from three countries on self-assessment on the quality of Phase 1 of wild 

poliovirus containment activities.  

 

Mr Chairman, Dear Colleagues. 

 

As we approach the terminal and the more difficult phase of polio eradication in the 

Region, the tasks faced by the Regional Commission and by the Chairmen of National 

Certification Committees have become more onerous. The NCCs must critically assess and verify 

the data presented to them by the national programmes, and as certification itself approaches, the 

volume of data to be assessed will be far more than they have dealt with in previous years. 

Similarly, the Commission, quite apart from critically examining national reports at its meetings, 

may have to think about ways of working more closely and constructively with national 

committees and programmes without compromising its own neutrality and independence. 

 

In conclusion, I would like to thank you all once again for your commitment to polio 

eradication activities and for finding time to attend this meeting. I wish you a productive meeting 

and a pleasant stay in Cairo.  

 

 


