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Dear Colleagues,  

It is a pleasure to welcome you to the Consultation Group to Finalize Guidelines for 

Vector Control Needs Assessment. The objectives of this Consultation are to review the 

current tools for conducting assessment of the national vector control situations; finalize the 

draft of guidelines for carrying out a comprehensive vector control needs assessment; and 

draft country work plans for conducting vector control needs assessment. 

Let me begin by reminding you of the first intercountry workshop on developing a 

regional strategic framework for integrated vector management (IVM), which was held in 

Khartoum in January 2003. During that meeting, in which most of you participated, you 

developed and finalized a regional strategic framework on IVM. The IVM approach offers 

an opportunity for instituting intersectoral collaboration and coordination of all concerned 

sectors and levels of health. It also capitalizes on the synergistic effect of evidence-based 

vector control interventions for a number of vector-borne diseases. 

In translating the regional strategy for IVM into national IVM implementation 

plans, the document—a copy of which you have—outlines specific roles and 

responsibilities of ministries of health and of WHO. For example, one of the roles of WHO 
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is to develop technical guidelines that would allow countries to conduct a very 

comprehensive vector control needs assessment. Data from national vector control needs 

assessment will identify strengths, weaknesses and opportunities that will eventually assist 

countries in developing realistic national IVM implementation plans. 

Dear Colleagues,  

In identifying the best ways to support countries to develop their national IVM 

plans, the need for additional resources become clear. Following the recommendations of 

the two WHO/UNEP joint meetings on the Stockholm Convention for Persistent Organic 

Pollutants which were held in Tunis and Amman in September and December 2003, 

respectively, WHO approached the Global Environmental Facility (GEF) through UNEP 

for such resources. 

Although strengthening national vector control capacities through IVM may not be 

a priority of UNEP, strengthening this capacity will subsequently reduce the reliance on the 

use of persistent organic pollutants such as DDT, and on pesticides in general, leading to a 

safer environment. Carrying out a comprehensive vector control needs assessment is 

necessary for achieving these aims, and this is our common ground. 

We have therefore drafted guidelines for vector control needs assessment with input 

from our colleagues in headquarters and are meeting here in Luxor as experts to review 

these guidelines critically. We are also expected to come up with draft country plans based 

on a very tight timeline as agreed with GEF. Each plan would include several activities that 

would lead to developing national IVM strategic plans. For example, the plans should detail 

when countries would establish national intersectoral committees, train field teams and 

conduct vector control needs assessment, analyse and synthesize data and draft national 

reports (IVM plan of action and Full GEF project proposal), hold national stakeholders 

meetings with partners to review the reports and, lastly, finalize the full GEF project 

proposal and national IVM strategic plans. 
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The GEF expects to receive a full project proposal from each country by March 

2006 at the latest. You are all aware that no country will have access GEF funds unless it 

has ratified the Stockholm Convention. 

We wish you a pleasant stay in Luxor and looking forward to fruitful deliberations 

during the next two days.  


