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Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to this fourth intercountry meeting of 

national coordinators for laboratory containment of polioviruses and potentially infectious 

materials. I would like to thank the Government of Oman for hosting this meeting. I wish to 

acknowledge with thanks and appreciation the participation of partner agencies and 

collaborators, and their continued support. I would like to welcome members of the Eastern 

Mediterranean Regional Commission for the Certification of Eradication of Poliomyelitis, 

representatives of the Task Force for Child Survival and Development, and staff from WHO 

headquarters. 
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The global polio eradication programme has made great progress towards interruption 

of poliovirus transmission. In the Eastern Mediterranean Region, considerable achievements 

have been made towards the goal of poliomyelitis eradication in Egypt, Afghanistan and 

Pakistan. However, we have had a setback in Sudan, where 46 cases were reported from 

many districts after importation from Chad.  

Dear Colleagues, 

Once the circulation of wild poliovirus has been interrupted, the only potential sources 

of wild polioviruses will be laboratories holding the poliovirus or potential infectious 

material. 

In anticipation of a polio-free world, the Fifty-second World Health Assembly passed 

a resolution urging all Member States to begin the process leading to the laboratory 

containment of wild poliovirus. The Global Commission for the Certification of the 

Eradication of Poliomyelitis will declare the world free of wild poliovirus transmission when 

all regions of the World Health Organization have documented the absence of wild 

poliovirus transmission for a period equal to or more then 3 years and when all wild 

poliovirus-containing materials in laboratories are contained adequately.  

In 2004, WHO adopted a goal to stop routine use of oral poliovirus vaccine (OPV) as 

soon as possible after interruption of wild poliovirus transmission. This is aimed at 

preventing vaccine-associated paralytic poliomyelitis and reducing the risk of circulating 

vaccine-derived poliovirus under conditions of low OPV coverage. After OPV is stopped, 

un-immunized populations will grow in countries where poliovaccine is discontinued. In 

these circumstances, minimizing the risk of transmitting poliovirus from the laboratory to 

susceptible populations requires strict international biosafety measures and strict limits on 

the number of laboratories permitted to retain poliovirus materials.  

I am pleased to inform you that the third edition of WHO Global Action Plan for 

Laboratory Containment of Wild Polioviruses is under development. Its goal is to minimize 

the risk of any poliovirus transmission from the laboratory when universal polio 

immunization is discontinued.  
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It is satisfying to note that in Eastern Mediterranean Region, most of the polio-free 

countries have completed the first phase of containment activities, and are submitting 

documentation on the quality of phase 1 containment activities. I urge the countries who are 

still in process of implementing the first phase of containment activities to accelerate their 

activities and resolve any obstacles facing implementation of containment activities.  

Dear Colleagues 

As national coordinators for laboratory containment of wild polioviruses, you have the 

responsibility of ensuring good quality surveying of all biomedical laboratories and 

developing inventories of all wild polioviruses and potentially infectious material. I sincerely 

hope that the topics that will be discussed in this meeting will facilitate your activities. 

I would like to thank you for your work and commitment to the poliomyelitis 

eradication programme and I look forward to your recommendations on ways and means to 

accomplish the containment of wild polioviruses and potentially infectious material. 

It remains for me to wish you all success in your deliberations and a pleasant stay in 

Muscat. 

 


