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It is my pleasure to welcome you to the training workshop on raising awareness for 

tobacco control, which aims at enhancing communication and negotiations skills among 

participants and strengthening their knowledge about the tobacco industry documents. 

As you are all aware, the diseases associated with tobacco use kill more than four 

million people every year. In the majority of the countries of the Region, the rate of smoking 

reaches 50% among men and more than 10% among women. The situation among young 

people of both sexes is even more dangerous. These terrifying figures are the consequence of 

direct and indirect tobacco promotional campaigns, and they should loudly ring an alarm 

bell. If the current situation continues, the Region will face a true disaster, moving through 

the 21st century with an entire generation of people disabled by tobacco use and unable to 

work or operate within their communities. Tackling this situation requires coordinated 
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efforts, particularly given that current technological advances allow all those involved in 

tobacco control affairs to communicate on a wide scale and to develop networks that 

facilitate and enhance different tobacco control initiative.  

It is evident that the success of efforts aiming at controlling tobacco, at the regional 

level, depends on rapid communication among the various parties for the related messages to 

be disseminated on the widest possible scale. While the individual sources of information 

may be dependent on the different types of media, whether visual or written, it is clear that 

the role of both regional and national media is vital in addressing the tobacco epidemic and 

its impact on the daily life of each individual, as well as on governments.  

The success of health advocates and tobacco control workers in improving public 

health is now, more than ever, related to actions taken by the media. Such actions are an 

essential complement to the activities undertaken by the health sector in tobacco control. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The media actually has not only a role but also a responsibility in addressing the 

different aspects of the tobacco epidemic, especially the activities undertaken by the tobacco 

industry to undermine the tobacco control efforts. These activities can be ascertained through 

reading the following regional reports: Infiltration and exploitation, Illicit tobacco trade, 

Tactics and plans to undermine tobacco control and Review of internal industry documents 

issued by the Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean which are available in the 

display. These reports show that careful reading of the papers of the multinational tobacco 

companies, available on the internet, can reveal the strategies and plans developed by these 

companies to target our Region. Such companies have conspired to stop efforts to control 

tobacco. They have even attempted, in an unprecedented manner, to influence public 

acceptance of the ruling issued by religious leaders that declares smoking a religiously 

prohibited act. Indeed, the activities of the multinational tobacco companies have gone 

beyond simple attempts to influence decision-makers directly, to even include spying on the 

decisions and initiatives of the Regional Office and other interested individuals and national 

societies. These and other incidents related in the reports mentioned above are good reason 

for the urgency, at both the regional and national levels, to revise national plans and the steps 
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needed to control tobacco, with a view to re-evaluating the situation in line with the 

information available today. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The adoption of the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control creates even further 

challenge to the media. The Convention will enter into force only if there are 40 ratifications 

or accessions to it; our Region unfortunately has the lowest ratification rate among all WHO 

Regions. The media and nongovernmental organizations have a key role in supporting the 

national efforts in this regard, and in speeding up the process towards entry into force. 

Having regional media with us in this workshop is a real opportunity to spread this message 

to decision-makers around the Region, and to the public as well, of the need for stronger 

support to the FCTC. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is my hope that this information can direct you during your training so that you can 

come up with better understanding on communicating appealing tobacco control related 

messages to the public in a way that can, over time change the social beliefs which are 

driving the consumption level higher every year. At the same time, it is hoped that by giving 

you a clear look inside the tobacco industry documents, this information can be reflected in 

your tobacco related work. 

May God bless you. 


