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Your Excellency, Members of the Technical Advisory Group, Representatives of Partner 

Agencies, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the Seventh Meeting of the Technical 

Advisory Group for Poliomyelitis Eradication in Egypt. I would like to reiterate my gratitude 

to the TAG members for their continued guidance in the fight to eradicate poliomyelitis from 

Egypt and from the Region as a whole. I would also like to extend a warm welcome to H.E. 

Dr Mohamed Awad Tag El Din, Minister of Health and Population, and all the staff of the 

Ministry. It is a pleasure to have with us also our close partners, particularly UNICEF, 

USAID, CDC, Rotary International, the Government of Japan and colleagues from WHO 

headquarters and country office. 
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Dear Colleagues, 

Your close monitoring of polio eradication activities in Egypt and your constructive 

recommendations over the previous meetings have been greatly valuable in determining the 

strategic directions of the programme. The acceptance of your recommendations by the 

Ministry of Health and Population, and their implementation, has been behind the marked 

improvement in the quality of the eradication. I wish to take this opportunity to commend 

the leadership of His Excellency Dr Tag El Din, whose personal interest and support has 

been vital. I wish also to commend the national programme officers for their commitment 

and devotion to the work.  

Everyone recognizes the positive changes in the quality of supplementary 

immunization activities, which is supported by the reports of independent observers and 

monitors, both national and international. The policy of house-to-house campaigns is now 

well established all over the country, along with its implications of better planning and 

supervision and vast increase in teams supported by volunteers from different sectors. 

Special attention is also being given to areas of risk and virus circulation including the focus 

in Upper Egypt and greater Cairo. 

The surveillance system has improved greatly with more transparency and higher 

sensitivity. The repeated surveillance reviews and visits by consultants were instrumental in 

this regard and efforts are being made to further improve and maintain the high quality. I am 

pleased to see that the issue of reduced sensitivity of environmental surveillance, which was 

a reason for great concern in your last meeting, has been addressed. In fact this 

environmental testing has become an integral part of the surveillance system in Egypt and is 

providing valuable information to the programme.  

Dear Colleagues, 

Your meeting today comes at a very critical stage for the polio eradication programme 

in Egypt. This year only one case was reported from Assiut, not far from the Minya case of 

last year. As well, some isolates were identified in the environmental samples taken from 

this focus of transmission, as well as from samples taken from Cairo and Giza. These 
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isolations were followed by intensified immunization responses. However, despite the 

progress made, continuation of circulation goes against the expectations of the government 

and the global community. To this effect, I am pleased to note that your agenda includes 

items for discussions on vaccine presentation and proposed studies. I am sure that as usual 

the Ministry of Health and Population will be very receptive to your views and keen to know 

your opinion on the appropriateness of the planned activities and on what more should be 

done. 

Dear Colleagues, 

Available evidence suggests that Egypt is now closer than ever before to achieving 

interruption of virus transmission. The political commitment towards the eradication goal 

remains very strong and reaches the highest level. This support of the Egyptian government 

and its partners is critical and needs to be maintained at this last and most difficult step.  

In conclusion, I would like to thank TAG members for taking the time from their busy 

schedules to attend this meeting. We all look forward to your valuable guidance and 

recommendations. With this advice, and the commitment of the government and partners, I 

am sure we will soon celebrate a wonderful success.  

All that remains for me is to wish you a pleasant stay in Cairo. 


