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Your Royal Highness, Your Excellency, Distinguished Participants, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

I take great pleasure in welcoming you to the Sixth Meeting of the Regional Advisory 

Panel on Nursing and the Consultation on Disaster Nursing Preparedness, Mitigation, 

Response and Recovery in the Eastern Mediterranean Region. It is a great honour and 

privilege to have present with us Her Royal Highness Princess Muna Al-Hussein, WHO 

Patron for Nursing and Midwifery in the Eastern Mediterranean Region. I wish to extend 
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congratulations to the first woman Minister in Bahrain, Dr Nada Abbas Haffadh, and would 

also take this opportunity to express my sincere thanks to Your Excellency for kindly 

agreeing to host this meeting and consultation in Bahrain.  

Your Royal Highness, Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The theme of the meeting is both timely and necessary, as our Region is witnessing 

increased human suffering and a disintegration of health and human security. War, natural 

disasters and economic sanctions have catastrophic consequences on the health and well-

being of nations. Studies have shown that these events have caused more mortality and 

disability than any major disease. 

Furthermore, disasters and protracted conflicts have resulted in massive losses of high-

level technical expertise from the countries of the Region. In this regard, I am very pleased 

to note the participation of experts from countries of the Region, as well as representatives 

from the International Committee of the Red Cross. I am also pleased that this consultation 

has been organized jointly between two units in the Regional Office, namely the Nursing and 

Allied Health and Emergency and Humanitarian Action units. 

Dear Colleagues, 

Since the first meeting of the Regional Advisory Panel on Nursing, which took place 

in 1990 in the Regional Office in Alexandria, Egypt, tremendous progress has been achieved 

in nursing and midwifery development both at the national and regional level. During the 

past decade, the Regional Office’s collaborative programme in nursing and midwifery 

focused primarily on establishing and reforming basic nursing education, developing post-

basic specialty nursing programmes, developing national strategic plans for nursing and 

midwifery development, strengthening nursing structures in ministries of health, and 

assisting countries in developing and strengthening nursing and midwifery regulation. 

In this meeting you will address an extremely important issue for health care today in 

the Region, by reviewing the situation of disaster nursing preparedness in nursing education 

and nursing services, integrating nursing’s contribution in the regional health strategy for 
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disaster preparedness, mitigation, response and recovery, and examining ways to implement 

the general framework of core competencies for nurses to better prepare nurses and 

midwives to assume their important role in disaster preparedness and response. Nurses and 

midwives in a number of countries in the Region are trying with other members of the health 

team to improve the overall health status while delivering health care under very difficult 

conditions and circumstances.  

One of your challenges in this meeting will be to develop mechanisms to further 

develop national nursing capacity for disaster preparedness, response, and mitigation, to 

provide timely care to the victims especially the more vulnerable members of the 

community, such as the elderly, women, children, the disabled and the poor. 

Because nurses will always be involved when a disaster occurs, and because nursing 

services are a vital component of the health system, the task put to you is to debate how 

nurses and midwives could be prepared to perform efficiently and effectively to deliver care, 

adapt to new and rapidly changing situations and work in a team under pressure.  

This will require making changes in the management role of nurses in disaster 

preparedness to ensure coordinated, effective, timely and efficient delivery of nursing care. 

In addition, it will be necessary to make changes in the educational curricula of the nursing 

colleges and schools and to develop the capacity of practitioners so that nurses are able to 

provide effective care without delays for the victims and their families. 

Dear Colleagues, 

I would like to bring to your attention the resolution of the Regional Committee in its 

Forty-Fifth Session in Lebanon in 1998 on improving the quality of nursing and midwifery 

in the Eastern Mediterranean Region, which urged Member States to continue their efforts to 

develop national plans for the implementation of the regional strategy for nursing and 

midwifery development.  

Similarly, in May 2001, the Fifty-fourth session of the World Health Assembly passed 

a resolution on strengthening nursing and midwifery. As a result of these resolutions, the 
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nursing midwifery services strategic directions document, which is expected to enhance the 

capacity of nursing and midwifery services, was developed and translated into six languages. 

In conclusion, I would to emphasize that Member States are in great need of clear, 

practical and affordable strategies that they can adopt to improve health and ensure quality 

nursing and midwifery services in general, and disaster nursing preparedness in particular. I 

can assure you of WHO’s assistance and support in making these strategies a reality. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you every success in meeting the 

challenges ahead of you. I look forward to receiving your recommendations, and I hope that 

your stay in Bahrain is both productive and enjoyable. 

 


