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Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the Second Meeting of the Regional 

Technical Advisory Group for Poliomyelitis Eradication. I wish to express special thanks 

and appreciation to the members of the Technical Advisory Group (TAG), for sparing the 

time from their busy schedules to serve on this group. I wish also to welcome 

representatives of the polio partner agencies who were able to participate, specifically 

UNICEF and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), as well as national 

officers participating in this meeting and staff from WHO headquarters and country offices. 
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Dear Colleagues, 

It is gratifying to note the important achievements that have been made towards the 

goal of polio eradication in the Region. Nineteen of the 22 countries of the Region are now 

polio-free, 18 of them have been so for more than 3 years, and Somalia has not had a polio 

case for almost two years. In addition, significant progress has been made in the remaining 

three endemic countries, namely Pakistan, Afghanistan and Egypt. In Pakistan, where more 

than 90% of the cases of polio in the Region occur, there is evidence of reduction of virus 

transmission and diversity. There are similar developments in Afghanistan and Egypt, where 

transmission has become of a very limited nature. Political commitment to the eradication 

goal has never been greater in all endemic countries, and the support of partners has stepped 

up significantly. 

All countries of the Region continue to implement the strategies of polio eradication. 

The certification standard surveillance was maintained during 2003. The required level of 

sensitivity was recorded all over the Region, with a regional non-polio AFP rate of 2.4 per 

100 000 children under 15 years and adequate stools collected from 90% of AFP cases. I am 

pleased to note that this high quality surveillance is seen across all countries of the Region. 

Somalia achieved the 80% target for the first time in 2003 in spite of the difficult security 

situation, and all 12 laboratories in the regional network supporting surveillance were 

accredited by WHO during 2003.  

Supplemental immunization activities of very high quality are continuing in endemic 

and recently polio free countries. In 2003, each of the endemic countries conducted 4 rounds 

of NIDs in addition to up to 4 sub NIDs in high-risk areas. All these campaigns adopted the 

house-to-house strategy for vaccine delivery and were monitored by independent national 

and international observers.  

Dear Colleagues, 

The pressing priority in the Region is to interrupt poliovirus transmission in the 

remaining endemic countries. Polio transmission levels are now at their lowest ever in these 

countries, and it is crucial to maintain the political support and commitment to ensure 
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quality and finish the job as soon as possible. However, interruption of wild virus 

transmission is not the end of the story, and due attention must be given to the end-game 

issues not only by WHO but by all Member States. During the meeting you will have the 

chance to review efforts related to sustainability of surveillance, preparedness of polio-free 

countries to the risk of importation, laboratory containment, certification and preparations 

for the post certification period, and we await your critical advice on these issues.  

Dear Colleagues, 

Once again, I wish to express my sincere gratitude to all of you for sparing the time to 

participate in this important meeting and for your efforts in support of regional polio 

eradication activities. I am sure that your deliberations will be fruitful, and I look forward to 

your recommendations and wish you a pleasant stay in Cairo.  


