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Mr Chairman, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is a great pleasure to welcome you all to the Twelfth Meeting of the Regional 

Commission for Certification of Poliomyelitis Eradication.  

 

Mr Chairman, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you and your fellow 

members of the Regional Commission for your continued dedication to poliomyelitis 

eradication in the Region and for ensuring eventual certification. I would also like to pay 

tribute to the several hundreds of national and international health workers engaged in the 

eradication initiative. The members of the national technical advisory groups for the still 

endemic countries are doing a superb job of monitoring and providing high quality 

technical guidance to the national programmes. Our partners in the poliomyelitis 

eradication initiative have continued to support this initiative.  
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Since your last meeting in April this year, while there has been progress, there 

have also been setbacks in our efforts to eradiate poliomyelitis in the Region. I refer to 

the substantial decrease in the total number of cases reported in the Region so far this 

year: 39 compared with to 72 reported for the same period in 2003. In Pakistan 28 cases 

were reported by end August compared to 67 reported for the same period in 2003. The 

setbacks are the two cases reported from Egypt in May and August this year after no 

cases had been reported for nearly one year, the six imported cases reported in Darfur, 

Sudan, and the one case reported from Kordofan, Sudan, in July.    

 

Political commitment to polio eradication from the highest national authorities 

remains strong. This was in evidence most recently at the 51st Session of the WHO 

Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean earlier this month, and during my 

visits to Member States. Countries in the Region have continued to implement faithfully 

the various strategies of polio eradication, against heavy odds in some cases.  

 

Numerous supplementary immunization activities are being meticulously planned, 

implemented and monitored. AFP surveillance of certification standard continues to be 

maintained in all the countries and is being supported by prompt laboratory investigations 

by the regional network of polio laboratories. However, some weaknesses in surveillance 

have been identified during the reviews carried out recently in four of the polio-free 

countries. You will be briefed about this during your meeting. We are taking the matter 

up with the responsible authorities, since sustaining AFP surveillance quality is a 

keystone of the eradication initiative.   

 

I wish to reiterate what I have previously mentioned about the danger of 

importation. The recent experience in Sudan has clearly shown the seriousness of the 

threat posed by importation. I am sure you will continue to give the subject of 

preparedness for dealing with the threat of importation the necessary attention when 

reviewing the basic documentation and annual updates.  
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           In view of the setbacks to the eradication initiative in west and central Africa, we 

do not have a clear indication as to when global certification might take place. However, 

I was pleased to note that you have started preparations for the certification process in 

this region by asking your secretariat to develop the format for final reports from the 

countries and by setting out a provisional timetable for receiving these reports. In the 

same connection, I was happy to note that the national certification committees of Egypt 

and Pakistan, the two largest countries population-wise in the region that are not yet 

polio-free, have taken the initiative of preparing and submitting to you their provisional 

reports. You will also be reviewing the national documents from (Palestine and) Somalia    

 

The Regional Technical Advisory Group at its second meeting in June this year 

discussed some of the ‘end-game’ issues. You may have already seen the report and I 

would appreciate your views on the main issues highlighted in the report. 

 

               In conclusion, I would like to thank you all once again for your commitment to 

polio eradication activities and for finding time to attend this meeting. I wish you a 

productive meeting and a pleasant stay in Cairo.  

 

 

 


