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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you today at the WHO Regional Office for the 

Eastern Mediterranean to this fundamental meeting which aims to highlight, assess and 

provide future direction to the internationally funded project Channelling the Outrage, within 

our Region. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

Channelling the Outrage was born with the turn of the 21st century, marking the 

beginning of the negotiations for WHIO’s Framework Convention on Tobacco Control 

(FCTC); its birth stemmed out of the realization that supporting and providing 

nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) with the relevant resources and information was key 
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in aiding them to take the negotiations forward through their local and regional tobacco 

control efforts.  From there, WHO’s Tobacco Free Initiative (TFI) collaborated with several 

NGOs in drafting the guidelines of this project in an attempt to gather the ammunition needed 

to carry it out. 

 

By 2002, WHO’s six regions had received the sought-after funds causing the project to 

quickly materialize.  With the help and support of our country offices, project proposals from 

across the Region were selected, funded and carried out during Phase 1 of Channeling the 

Outrage, totaling approximately 11 proposals.  The countries that were involved in this first 

phase included Egypt, Islamic Republic of Iran, Jordan, Lebanon, Pakistan and Saudi Arabia. 

 

The project proposals funded covered several activities including: raising awareness 

through evidence-based information across various segments within society that have the 

capacity to play an integral role in shaping and changing the social beliefs associated with 

tobacco use; conducting training workshops for doctors and policemen; building awareness 

through lively competitions; disseminating publications and other print material on the 

hazardous effects of tobacco and on the FCTC; and mass religious awareness-building 

campaigns in Saudi Arabia particularly during the holy month of Ramadan and the 

pilgrimage season. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

The scope of the tobacco epidemic is limitless, making it impossible for a sole entity to 

battle this challenge single-handedly.  Therefore, it is crucial that all sectors join hands to 

work towards changing and eliminating the false images that have long been associated with 

tobacco use. 

 

This deadly epidemic branches out to all WHO’s regions and covers all  socioeconomic 

strata, particularly youth. Studies in the Eastern Mediterranean Region have shown that 

tobacco use among youth aged 13-15 years has reached 50% in some countries of the Region. 

And although viewership of counter advertising was noted to be relatively high, reaching a 

minimum of 49% and peaking at 88%, it was nevertheless apparent that the effects of these 

campaigns on reshaping behaviour were still poor; a situation that can be mainly attributed to 

the lack of cooperation and involvement between individuals and sectors. 
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With this example and more, a great deal of hope lies within NGOs to channel and 

coordinate efforts, and to plan for mass public awareness campaigns that will incorporate as 

many allies as possible.  NGOs unlike other organizations enjoy a kind of independence void 

of constraints because of who and what they are.  This freedom allows them to set clear-cut 

objectives and expand their horizons when dealing with various health-related issues such as 

the active role they played in several international health treaties such as the International 

Code of Marketing of Breast Milk Substitutes and the Convention on the Prohibition of the 

Use, Production, Transfer and Stocking of Anti-Personnel Landmines and their Destruction. 

 

NGOs play a key and active role in creating alliances, networking, setting baselines for 

outcomes and measures, providing technical expertise and blatantly rejecting the tactics and 

foul play of the tobacco industry. 

 

With tobacco consumption escalating, it is hoped that NGOs can assume an active role 

in the future of the FCTC as treaties and conventions are not just legal documents but also 

have a social and political aspect. And, embedded in the overall social environment where 

NGOs reside and continually exert efforts to mobilize change, it must be emphasized that 

garnering social acceptance is the central force that will drive the success of conventions 

forward which will then pave the way for political and legal adoption and ratification. 

 

The Framework Convention Alliance, which hosts more than 100 NGOs from 35 

different countries has managed to set the stage through its lobbying and support for the 

FCTC, and is also a great example of the merits of solid, structured and coordinated work and 

efforts, which have brought the convention to where it is today. 

  

We are therefore filled with hope that this meeting will be a step in driving regional 

NGOs forward to lobby for and support the FCTC and also an incentive for them to continue 

supporting tobacco control regionally and locally.   

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Unfortunately we are not the only ones aware of the important role that NGOs can and 

do play in tobacco control; the tobacco industry also recognizes this premise and persistently 

continues to establish contacts with NGOs and exert utmost effort to sway them.  The tobacco 

industry have even gone as far as setting up their own NGOs in an attempt to intercept those 
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NGOs that work devotedly in tobacco control to reveal their deceitful attempts.  And, for 

those of you who have read Voice of Truth, you have undoubtedly seen the realities behind 

the activities of the tobacco industry aimed at undermining tobacco control and their 

continuous efforts and attempts to infiltrate the highest possible levels to achieve these goals.   

 

Such challenges only increase our belief in the need to change the misconceptions 

associated with tobacco use locally and regionally through lobbying for and supporting the 

FCTC and through continuing to fight for tobacco control whenever possible.   

 

I hope that you all successfully achieve your desired objectives during the course of this 

meeting. 

 

Finally, I would like to welcome you all, particularly those who have travelled from afar to 

join us in this promising meeting, and I wish you all a pleasant stay in Egypt among its hospitable 

people. 

 

 


