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 Your Excellency, Distinguished Participants, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to this first training workshop on medicine 

prices here in Cairo. I would like to express my gratitude to the Government of Egypt for its 

hospitality and to all participants and our colleagues from headquarters for their presence and 

support. 

The price of medicines has been, is, and will continue to be an important issue in health 

systems. One of the four pillars of WHO’s strategy for increasing access to essential drugs is the 

achievement of affordable prices for essential drugs. This means prices related to people’s 

purchasing power, achieved by efficient procurement systems, widespread use of quality 

generics, equity-based pricing and reasonable margins. Support and subsidies by governments 

also have key roles to play in making prices affordable to all.  
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 One-third of the world’s population still lacks regular access to essential drugs. Around 

320 million people in Africa have less than 50% access. In the Eastern Mediterranean Region, 

this figure may be as high as 100 million people. The problem clearly worsens with increasing 

economic pressure. Up to 90% of the population in developing countries have to buy medicines 

through out-of pocket payments, as opposed to only around 20% in high-income countries. Price 

alone excludes many people from getting the medicines they and their families need. So medicine 

prices matter a great deal. Yet remarkably little is known about the actual prices that people pay 

for medicines and how these prices are set. Reliable information on the prices of medicine is 

needed so that more favourable purchasing agreements can be negotiated, domestic distribution 

better managed and pricing policies monitored. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

In 2001, the 54th World Health Assembly issued a resolution urging Member States to 

reaffirm their commitment to ensuring public health interests and to make every effort to promote 

equitable access to medicines. This is based on the precept that access to health and essential 

drugs is a basic human right. The resolution on WHO medicines strategy also requested the 

Director-General to explore the feasibility and effectiveness of implementing, in collaboration 

with nongovernmental organizations and other concerned partners, systems for voluntary 

monitoring drug prices and reporting global drug prices, with a view to improving equity in 

access to essential drugs in health systems, and to provide support to Member States in that 

regard. This workshop is an important step in that direction. 

The recently published WHO–Health Action International draft manual Medicine prices: 

a new approach to measurement proposes a standard, survey-based approach to measure 

medicine prices. It allows public, private and designated “other” sector prices to be compared for 

innovator brand and generic medicines, and supports analysis of price composition and treatment 

affordability for selected conditions. The methodology described in the manual is designed to 

assist governments, nongovernmental organizations, international agencies, health professionals 

and consumers in advocating for more equitable access to essential medicines. 
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Participants with different backgrounds and from various countries both within and outside 

the Region are participating in this workshop. Some are from ministries of health and others are 

from nongovernmental organizations. In addition, experts from WHO, the Ministry of Health and 

Population, Health Action International, India, Norway and the United States will help facilitate 

the workshop. After the workshop, we expect participants to conduct a medicine price survey at 

country level. WHO and Health Action International will then offer support in the analysis and 

interpretation in a follow-up workshop, to be discussed while here.   

 

This is the first of a series of workshops planned over the coming months. The purpose of 

all of the workshops is to improve capacity at country level to collect and use information on 

medicine prices, with a view to identifying possible policy directions which would bring prices 

down particularly for people in greatest need.  

 

As the Health Assembly mandates, WHO will, where necessary, continue to provide 

technical support in promoting evidence-based practice aimed at increasing access to essential 

medicines.  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  
 

 I look forward to the outcome of your important workshop and I wish you a pleasant stay 

in this beautiful and historical city of Cairo. 
 

 

 


