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Your Majesty, Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

It gives me great pleasure to join you on the special occasion of this first national conference 

on healthy environments for children, in Jordan, organized by the Queen Rania Al-Abdullah Centre 

for Environmental Science and Technology of the University of Jordan for Science and 

Technology. The World Health Organization’s Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean has 

been very supportive of this conference, the theme of which is that of this year’s World Health Day 

“Healthy environments for children”. The Jordanian national conference on healthy environments 

for children is the first such conference within the Region. We look forward to the fruitful 

deliberations and outcome, which will no doubt further advance the well-being of children through 
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improving the environments in which they grow, play and learn. In this regard, we note the 

pioneering work of Jordan under the Environmentally Healthy School Initiative. I would like to 

assure your Majesty of our support for the Queen Rania Al-Abdullah Centre for Environmental 

Science and Technology in establishing its capacity as a focal point for research and knowledge 

exchange and for other national agencies in Jordan promoting children’s environmental health. I 

would also like to thank Your Majesty for your continued support to advancing the status of 

children in Jordan, and in particular the recent initiatives of the National Council for Family Affairs 

on child health, particularly the Family Protection Strategy and the violence and health strategy 

which is being developed by the Council in collaboration with WHO.  

Children, in which category we include everyone under 19 years of age, are our future. Their 

health, however, is threatened, by a variety of causes, among which environmental agents play a 

major role. Such agents include contaminated food and water, polluted indoor and outdoor air, 

traffic and domestic accidents, unsafe housing, vector diseases and exposure to thousands of 

synthetic chemicals, to environmental tobacco smoke and to contaminants in toys. Environmental 

risk factors often act in concert, and their effects are exacerbated by adverse social and economic 

conditions, particularly poverty. Natural and man-made disasters, including war, occupation and 

civil unrest, bring additional hazards. Children affected by war and conflict suffer physically and 

mentally and this has tremendous consequences for their psychosocial development, and 

subsequently for national health and economic development.  

Young children have no choice when it comes to exposure to environmental risk factors. 

They are especially susceptible to environmental conditions. Children have higher rates of 

respiration and calorie consumption per kilogram of body weight than adults. Their immune, 

reproductive, digestive and nervous systems are still developing and the fact that they live and play 

close to the ground as toddlers increases their exposure to toxicants. As adolescents they are more 

vulnerable to the impacts of rapid urbanization and of negative behavioural models, often promoted 

heavily by media. Over 5 million children under 14 years of age die each year because of unhealthy 

environments. Up to 40% of the global burden of disease attributable to environmental factors is 

estimated to fall on children under the age of 5 years, who account for only about 12% of the 

world’s population. Lifestyle changes and lack of physical activity combined with unhealthy dietary 

habits and tobacco use are increasing dramatically among children and adolescents, and these are 
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strong contributory factors to problems such as cardiovascular and respiratory diseases, as well as 

cancers in later stages of life. Children constitute about 50% of the population in our region, a 

region where there is increasing concern about the effects on children’s health of the deterioration 

and contamination of the environment in the places where children live, learn, play and sometimes 

work. In fact, respiratory infections, diarrhoeal diseases, injuries and malaria, all of which are 

directly attributable to environmental conditions, account for more than 43% of mortality among 

children under the age of 5 in our region.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

For more than two years now, the idea of an initiative on healthy environments for children 

has been developing, building on the global interest in children and the environment, such as that 

shown at the World Summit on Sustainable Development, and on some technical considerations 

regarding the special susceptibility of children to environmental conditions. A major step in 

developing this initiative was the second WHO Consultation on Children’s Environmental Health, 

held at the Regional Centre for Environmental Health Activities (CEHA) in February 2001. A task 

force has been established in the Regional Office to map out the priorities and guide the 

development of policy to protect the children of the Region from the hazards in their environments.  

Our children are the cornerstone in sustainable development. Investment in their survival, 

protection, growth and development, good health and proper nutrition is the essential foundation for 

human development, and this should be done within the context of the religious teachings, 

traditions, values and cultures that characterize this Region. Providing a supportive environment is 

essential in protecting and promoting children’s health. Experience to date has made it clear that the 

full participation of the community in finding and implementing appropriate solutions for health and 

environment is always an important prerequisite for success. Children themselves are dynamic and 

powerful forces in environmental protection; they show a natural interest in nature and are often 

passionate about the preservation of their planet. With proper support, children can acquire useful 

knowledge for participating in environmental activities and can contribute in a unique manner, with 

energy and vision, to finding solutions.  
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I wish to thank you again, Your Majesty, for gracing this occasion, the Queen Rania Al-

Abdullah Centre for Environmental Science and Technology of the University of Jordan for Science 

and Technology for organizing this conference, supported by and in collaboration with WHO’s 

Regional Centre for Environmental Health Activities (CEHA), and the Government of Jordan for its 

continuous support and assistance. I extend my best wishes to the organizers of this conference and 

look forward to seeing the outcome. 

May God bless your endeavours in shaping the future of life for our children, and may He 

bless our children, who give us so much. 

 


