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Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to this second session of the Codex 

Coordinating Commission for the Near East. The work of the Codex Alimentarius is of 

extreme importance, especially, we feel, for our Region, and it gives me great pleasure to see 

all of you here present in our office. 

The work of the Codex Alimentarius Commission, the Joint FAO/WHO Food 

Standards Programme, with over 160 countries now participating, must be considered one of 

the outstanding examples of collaboration between international organizations. With the 

recognition of Codex standards, guidelines and recommendations by the World Trade 
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Organization as representing the international consensus on health and safety requirements 

for food, the impact of Codex is likely to be profound and far-reaching. The continued 

globalization of food trade will lead to new opportunities for economic development, 

especially in developing countries, with subsequent benefits for the health status of the 

population. 

In view of the outcomes of the evaluation of Codex and the Joint FAO/WHO Food 

Standards Programme, it is to be expected that in future the Codex work will become more 

health oriented, and will start playing a more proactive role regarding food standards food 

safety systems. WHO is committed to increasing its scientific and public health role in the 

work of the Codex Alimentarius, and in food safety at large, and will continue its efforts to 

ensure that food safety is treated as an essential public health issue in all its Member States. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Besides our collaboration in Codex, I must also mention the longstanding and 

productive collaboration with various FAO technical programmes, in improving the food 

safety and nutrition situation in our Member States. The development and use of science-

based chemical risks within the context of the Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Food 

Additives (JECFA) and the Joint FAO/WHO Expert Meeting on Pesticide Residues (JMPR) 

constitute a firm foundation upon which international and national food safety initiatives 

have been based for more than 40 years. The methodology for microbiological risk 

assessment has recently been developed, allowing the formation of an expert advisory group. 

The Joint FAO/WHO Expert Meeting on Microbiological Risk Assessment (JEMRA) 

provides advice on microbiological hazards in a manner similar to JECFA or JMPR on 

chemical hazards. JEMRA is reviewing and summarizing national risk assessments on 

microbiological hazards in food and water. 

A number of regional joint meetings and workshops have been held in the Eastern 

Mediterranean Region in various food safety subjects. Just yesterday, we had, here in this 

conference hall, a joint FAO/WHO workshop on food control systems, modern approaches in 

the Near East Region. We look forward, and strongly encourage, further developments of 
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collaborative nature, since it is understood that an important prerequisite for food safety 

initiatives is the realization of the need for, and the actually implementation of, cooperation 

on intersectoral issues involving public health, agriculture, trade and other sectors. 

WHO is currently developing as well as advocating a holistic approach to measures 

for the reduction of illness. Since the disease outcome is a real measure of the effectiveness 

of food safety interventions, WHO will support the development of international, regional 

and/or national targets for reduction of the incidence of disease. WHO will facilitate open 

and understandable communication between all parties affected by foodborne risk, and will 

take the lead in global as well as regional risk communication. WHO will further develop its 

emergency response capacity, in order to be able to assist governments more effectively in 

crisis management. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

A better evaluation of the burden of foodborne disease is urgently needed to set 

priorities for future activities. International cooperation in relation to the development of 

surveillance and outbreak response systems will aid in this process, not only in developing 

countries but also in most of the developed world. In our region, a study of the burden of 

foodborne diseases has started in a few Member States, and we hope that the outcome of 

these studies will be used in the setting of policy priorities, not only in the area of public 

health but also in the agricultural and trade sectors. 

To ensure sustainable and long-term developments in the food safety infrastructure of 

Member States, WHO is giving specific emphasis to the development of human resources in 

various areas of food safety including: food control, promotion of  food safety management 

systems such as HACCP, healthy market places, integration of food safety in the primary 

health care system, risk assessment, surveillance and investigation of foodborne disease 

outbreaks.  

Codex provides the policy basis for the implementation of capacity-building in the 

area of food safety and quality. Capacity-building itself is the responsibility of the 

international organizations, FAO and WHO. However, the lack of capacity in the area of 
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food safety hampers the effective application as well as development of food safety 

standards, and thus the work of Codex.  

Thus, the creation of the ‘Trust fund for the participation of developing countries and 

countries in transition in the work of Codex Alimentarius Commission’, or in short, the 

FAO/WHO project and fund for enhanced participation in Codex, is a timely and extremely 

positive development. The trust fund will not only be aiming at developing and strengthening 

capacity, but also at increasing contributions to the work of Codex by developing countries 

and countries in transition. A number of countries in our region will actively benefit from this 

trust fund, as will the Region as a whole through increased reflection of its specific interests 

and needs in the setting of food safety and quality standards. This trust fund will be 

implemented by WHO from its headquarters, in close collaboration with FAO. 

Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

Let me once more emphasize the importance of the work you will be undertaking in 

the next few days, and wish you successful deliberations.  

Thank you. 
 


