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Distinguished Guests, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to the WHO/UNEP Intercountry 

Workshop on Public Health Pesticides Management in the Context of the Stockholm 

Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants. 

The workshop is being held as part of ongoing efforts to strengthen national vector 

control programmes and support country capacity-building to meet obligations under the 

Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs). Furthermore, as part of the 

WHO action plan for the reduction of reliance on DDT in disease vector control, the 

workshop will also look into ways in which countries can implement cost-effective and 
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sustainable alternative vector control interventions within the context of integrated vector 

management. 

Let me take this opportunity to thank the Government of Jordan for hosting this 

workshop, and extend my sincere gratitude to His Excellency Eng Saeed Darwazeh, Minister 

of Health, for his keen interest and for the excellent support received in organizing this 

workshop. I hope that the participants will not only enjoy the generosity of this hospitable 

community, but also be able to benefit from the experience of Jordan. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

As you are aware, at the beginning of this year, the Regional Office, together with 

experts and country representatives, developed a regional strategic framework on integrated 

vector management (IVM). This policy document stresses the need for intersectoral 

collaboration and full utilization of available tools for maximum impact of individual 

interventions in reducing vector-borne disease risks. As most of these tools rely on the use of 

insecticides, the strategic framework also emphasizes their impact on human health and the 

environment. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Insecticides and pesticides were originally developed to address problems of crop 

pests and insect vectors of diseases. With the use of such chemicals, mankind would be 

ensured of sufficient food and cash from agricultural produce, as well as of protection from 

insect-borne diseases. Indeed in the early years this was the case, but several years later crop 

pests and insect vectors were reported to have developed resistance – leading to greater 

dependency on insecticides. It was also revealed that a number of such insecticides were 

unsafe to the environment and to human health.  

Dear Colleagues, 

Realizing the global concern about the environment and human health, a number of 

Conventions (Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm) were established to address these problems. 
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One such convention is the Stockholm Convention, which either totally bans the use of certain 

insecticides–persistent organic pollutants (POPs)–or restricts some of them for specific use. 

These are insecticides that are not easily biodegradable and persist in the environment. DDT 

is one such insecticide, the use of which has been restricted to vector control and specifically 

to indoor house-spraying. 

Under the Convention, countries intending to use DDT for vector control are obliged 

to seek exemption and its continued use must be regularly reviewed. As a requirement, 

countries are also expected to sign and subsequently ratify the Convention. While a number of 

countries of the Eastern Mediterranean Region have signed the Convention (16), only three 

have ratified it. In this regard I call upon Member States to speed up the process that, I trust, 

has already been started in order to ratify the Convention.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Countries of the Eastern Mediterranean Region are faced with a huge vector-borne 

disease burden. They continue to rely on the use of insecticides – and in some countries they 

still use DDT for emergency response to vector-borne disease outbreaks. A number of 

countries that stopped using DDT many years ago have informally communicated to WHO 

their intention to revert to DDT. In fact there are few alternatives to DDT and these are 

expensive as they have to be applied frequently because of their short residual efficacy, unlike 

DDT. 

Moreover, issues related to management of insecticides (both for agriculture and 

health use) are a problem in most countries of the Region. Such problems include lack of 

legislation, poor enforcement of regulations, illegal importation of insecticides, inappropriate 

facilities to transport and store insecticides and total lack of facilities to handle and destroy 

stockpiles/obsolete insecticides. The World Health Organization recently developed 

guidelines on the management of public health pesticides. It is my sincere hope that these 

guidelines will be widely disseminated to countries and that participants to this workshop will 

develop strategies and activities to implement the guidelines.  
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Dear Colleagues, 

The Eastern Mediterranean Regional Office of WHO supports the global efforts to 

reduce and eventually eliminate the use of POPs (DDT) in disease vector control in countries 

of the Region. Already the Region is implementing alternative strategies, which either use 

safe insecticides in small quantities, for example on insecticide-treated bednets (ITNs), or 

apply non-chemical methods, such as larvivorous fish. Six countries endemic for vector-borne 

diseases in the Region have recently finalized national strategic plans to expand use of ITNs. 

Recognizing the lack of national capacity to implement vector control activities, which 

will subsequently lead to reducing the reliance on the use of POPs in particular, and on 

insecticides in general, the Regional Office has had discussions with a number of Member 

States on how best to strengthen this capacity. 

I am indeed gratified to know that such discussions were part of a previous 

UNEP/WHO sub-regional meeting held in Tunis, Tunisia, recently, at which Member States 

agreed to approach the Global Environmental Facility (GEF) for funding opportunities. The 

purpose of such funding is to strengthen national capacity in the implementation of integrated 

vector management leading to reduction/elimination of DDT and other insecticides. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

As you meet this week to review pesticide management practices in countries of the 

Region, and develop strategies and activities for strengthening such activities at national level, 

remember also to look at ways in which implementation of vector control will ultimately lead 

to the reduction and elimination of POPs and insecticides in the Region. This will only be 

possible through the implementation of integrated vector management and through 

mobilization of additional resources. 

I wish you a successful workshop and a pleasant stay in this beautiful city of Amman. 


