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Your Excellency, Distinguished Guests and Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It is a great pleasure to welcome you to the consultation on accreditation of medical 

education in the Eastern Mediterranean Region. First of all, I would like to thank His Excellency 

Dr Khalil Hassan, Minister of Health of Bahrain, and his team, for hosting this important 

consultation and for his continuous support and collaboration with the Regional Office. 

 

I am very pleased to see this meeting taking place before the end of the year and only two 

months after a resolution was endorsed by the Regional Committee for the Eastern 

Mediterranean, calling upon countries to plan and prepare for the establishment of national 

systems of accreditation in collaboration with the Regional Office. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It is well known that the global goal of the World Health Organization is to improve health. 

In this connection, the role of medical schools, and those of other health professions education, is 

not merely to prepare the relevant health workforce; in addition, they are expected to play a 

leading and active role in improving health, both locally and nationally. To play such a role, 

schools must adopt new technological and other life-long learning strategies to enable the health 

workforce to meet the future changes and challenges. Medical schools are also expected to 

actively collaborate with partners in adopting joint and globally organized distance- learning 

courses as a new approach to international educational programmes. The international 

organizations concerned with medical education have been working for some time with the 

World Federation for Medical Education to formulate and document a set of global standards for 

undergraduate medical education. These global standards are used to design relevant regional and 

national sets of standards as a step towards establishing systems of accreditation at various levels. 

 

Since the early 1950s, WHO has played an important role in listing medical schools globally 

through the publication of the World directory of medical schools. A new electronic version of 

this directory is now available. At present, the directory represents the only vehicle for world-

wide use for recognition of graduates of listed schools. Graduates of schools which are not listed 

in this directory face serious problems in registering to sit for licensing tests in most 

industrialized countries. Accreditation results could be added to this electronic directory of 

schools without obligation.  

 

The Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean is implementing a regional project to 

reform medical education in countries as part of holistic efforts to improve the performance of 

national health systems in the Region. A group of experts has prepared a set of six regional 

guidelines to assist medical schools in reforming their programmes. These guidelines include: 

 

?? A regional set of standards and steps for developing an accreditation system; 

?? A regional core curriculum of essential competencies that any medical school programme 

should contain; 
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?? Effective learning and assessment strategies and methodologies; 

?? Documented regional models of partnership for education and health services; 

?? Interventions for capacity building and staff development; and 

?? A regional electronic database of existing schools for health professions education. 

 

The first operational step in implementing the regional reform project is the utilization of 

funds to assist the participating countries in the form of technical consultations for planning, 

implementing and sustaining national systems of accreditation of medical schools. It is hoped that 

schools of other health professions will follow. The process of planning and pilot testing of 

accreditation has been going on in the countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council, and in Egypt, 

Sudan and Yemen. Pakistan, Islamic Republic of Iran and Iraq already have experience in 

planning and implementing systems of recognition and accreditation. These experiences will be 

presented and exchanged during the coming two days.    

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

We all know that accreditation represents one of the main bottlenecks of any reform of 

educational programmes. It touches  all elements and interventions recommended in the reform 

package. Although it takes time to fulfil these elements, accreditation systems are the best way to 

achieve quality assurance and continuous quality improvement.  

 

The regional standards have been formulated. National standards are being accommodated 

within the framework of the global standards set by the World Federation for Medical Education. 

These regional and national standards emphasize certain priorities and special considerations. 

The standards help ensure that reform of educational programmes is planned, implemented and 

evaluated as an integral part of a more comprehensive reform in health systems. They entail 

active partnership among education, services and research; adoption of a minimum core 

curriculum of essential competencies for medical schools; and organization of national unified 

assessment of medical students. The standards also support use of national languages in medical 

education. In this respect, it should be mentioned that at present, only 4 of the 23 countries of the 

Region use national language in medical education. 



 4

In conclusion, I would like to stress the importance of providing assistance to countries and 

institutes in adopting standards, as part of a comprehensive regional reform project in which 

experiences can be shared. There is no doubt that adoption of relevant standards represents the 

best strategy to improve the performance of medical schools and, consequently, to improve the 

health of our populations. I am sure that your discussions and exchange of experience in the next 

three days will result in clear and feasible plans of action to assist countries of the Region in 

establishing and sus taining national systems of accreditation of medical schools, as a step 

towards establishing similar systems to accredit other schools for health professions education. 

 

May you have a successful meeting and a pleasant stay in Manama. 


