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Your Excellencies, Distinguished Participants, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is a pleasure to welcome you to this Regional Consultation to Review National 

Priorities and Action Plans for Wastewater Reuse and Management. I would like to thank the 

Government of Jordan for its hospitality and support, and in particular, His Excellency Dr 

Hakim Sa’oud Al-Qadhi, Minister of Health, His Excellency Dr Hazem Nasser, Minister of 

Water and Irrigation and His Excellency Dr Trad Fayez, Minister of Agriculture, and their 

staff for their continuous support, cooperation and assistance.  

It is estimated that the environmental health burden is more than 14 per cent of the 

total health burden in the Eastern Mediterranean Region and that by 2025, almost all 

countries in the Region will not be able to sustain their development programmes due to 

water poverty.  
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The average regional access to adequate sanitation in 2000 was 91%, 92% in urban 

areas and 48% in rural areas. This means that in the Region the number of those without 

access in rural areas is 133 million and about 22 million in the urban areas. Clearly sanitation 

coverage in the Region is inadequate, particularly in rural areas. Consequently, collected 

wastewater and, in turn, treated water constitute a modest percentage of the wastewater 

actually generated in the Region.  

Long-term plans for expanding the coverage with adequate wastewater collection and 

treatment are lacking in most of the countries of the Region. Unless long-term plans are 

developed, and at the same time institutions and enforcement of standards are strengthened, 

the health and the environment will continue to be at great risk.  

One solution to the pending water crisis is the reuse of wastewater and greywater to 

augment supply and reduce pollution. Disposal and use of untreated wastewater is causing 

serious health and environmental problems, as well as polluting surface and groundwater. 

Treating and reusing wastewater/greywater can conserve resources and reduce pollution. 

Particularly in agriculture, the reuse of treated wastewater, greywater and drainage water can 

release fresh water for higher-value use and reduce fertilizer consumption.  

Human health and environmental quality are closely connected with the use and final 

disposal of reclaimed water and sludge. Health statistics show a high prevalence of the 

diseases associated with wastewater reuse. There are about one billion cases of intestinal 

nematode cases in the world, mainly in developing countries. The prevalence of intestinal 

helminth diseases could reach 100 per cent in some countries of the Region. WHO’s 

Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean is endeavouring to build capacity in 

wastewater treatment and reuse, and water quality surveillance and control, by training 

laboratory staff and providing laboratory equipment; and to build capacity in applied research 

in the reuse of reclaimed wastewater. At the same time, it disseminates up-to-date 

information and technical know-how, and publishes technical reference books related to the 

subject, including country and regional profiles. Finally, the Regional Office is working to 

enhance the collaboration between the concerned regional authorities.  

I hope that this regional consultation, at which Arab countries with programmes in 

wastewater treatment and reuse are represented, will review their national priorities and 

action plans for wastewater reuse and management and will discuss and endorse the 
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suggested guidelines for wastewater reuse, sludge reuse, and final effluent monitoring and 

surveillance. 

The regional guidelines on wastewater reuse and sludge reuse are aimed at protecting 

public health and ensuring that reuse projects are operated as safely as possible. They should 

be used as the basis for the development of national approaches to controlling the hazards 

that may be encountered in reuse projects and as a reference for industries and operators 

preparing to develop facilities for wastewater reclamation and reuse, as well as a checklist for 

understanding and assessing the potential health impact of projects involving the 

development of such facilities. 

This consultation, together with the regional conference on water supply and 

sanitation in the 21st century, held in Morocco in June 2003, which representatives of most 

countries of the Region attended, has been planned to enhance knowledge transfer in this 

field and to strengthen the cooperation between countries of the Eastern Mediterranean 

Region. I hope that each country in the Region will establish a plan to expand coverage of 

adequate sanitation and to use all wastewater produced in a healthy and environmentally 

sound manner as part of an integrated national water and environment. The support of the 

Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development (AFESD) in enhancing the development of 

water and sanitation in the Region is very valuable and I take this opportunity to thank 

AFESD for funding the wastewater management and reuse project which has played a major 

role in dissemination of know-how and in capacity building in the Region.  

It is hoped that following this consultation, each country will go on to review its code 

of practice, its standards for wastewater and sludge reuse and the monitoring programme of 

the reuse projects. 

WHO is reconfirming its commitment to support all countries in expanding safe reuse 

of wastewater and hopes that this consultation, together with the International Conference on 

Wastewater Management convened in Oman in October 2002, will provide the necessary 

basis for sustainable cost-effective wastewater treatment and reuse.   

I hope the time you spend here will prove fruitful and informative, and I wish you a 

pleasant stay in this beautiful city of Amman. 

 


