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Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

   It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the Second 

Regional Training Workshop on the Management of Data for the 

Global Youth Tobacco Survey. In 1998, an important year in 

tobacco control history, the WHO Tobacco Free Initiative (TFI) 

and the Office on Smoking and Health of the Centers for Disease 
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Prevention and Control in Atlanta began the development of a 

Global Youth Tobacco Survey, as part of a project on youth and 

tobacco. The survey was developed to enhance the capacity of 

countries to design, implement and evaluate comprehensive 

tobacco control programmes. Certainly, that is what has been 

achieved so far at the country and regional levels since the start of 

the survey. In this regard, I would like to thank the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) for its tireless efforts to 

assist WHO and the countries of the Region in their tobacco 

control activities. Without the assistance and support of CDC, this 

workshop would not have been  possible.  

 

 

Since the regional launch of the survey in Morocco in 

January 2001, ten countries have successfully completed the 

survey based on the sampling procedures and survey 

administration shared during the first workshop. This second 

workshop is now needed for analysing the data collected as well as 

for training newcomers to carry out the survey in their countries. 

 

Tobacco use has become a major public health problem 

throughout the world, and particularly within the Region. The 

recent results of the survey in Lebanon and Kuwait showed that  
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the prevalence of tobacco use among youth aged 13 to 15 years has 

reached up to 47% and 31%, respectively.    

 

Current figures also show that children as young as 8 years 

old have started to smoke.  If this trend continues, by the year 2030 

there will be more than 10 million deaths attributed to tobacco use, 

70% of which will occur in developing countries.  

 

These figures should not be taken lightly; rather, they require 

serious action. The root of the problem needs to be and identified 

and addressed. Although it is true that the tobacco companies are 

responsible for luring youths into the deadly habit of smoking 

through their marketing and advertising activities, they are not the 

only party at fault. Other external influences have assisted the 

tobacco companies in achieving their aim. The survey has shown 

that around 60% of the youth surveyed live in homes where others 

smoke in their presence, around 48% have parents who smoke and 

around 62% are exposed to smoke in public places. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen,   
 
 

These figures show that the problem  is partly attributable 

role models. Youths are exposed to environmental tobacco smoke 

from all around, and particularly from people whom they look up 
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to and who are responsible for shaping their opinions, attitudes and 

behavioural patterns. Thus, parents in particular, and role models 

in general, need to be made aware of the harm they may be doing 

to their children. 

 

The first phase of the survey has also revealed certain 

encouraging elements, such as the fact that around 82% of the 

youth surveyed acknowledged that smoke from others is harmful 

to them, around 91% thought that smoking should be banned in 

public places and nearly 73% expressed a desire to quit the habit.  

Additionally, data collected from the survey have provided 

important insights into the perceptions of youth. 87% of the 

students had seen pro-smoking media messages in the 30 days 

prior to the conduct of the survey, whereas 78% had seen anti-

smoking media messages. 

 

The Global Youth Tobacco Survey has provided us with 

information that we can work with to create  targeted tobacco 

control campaigns. Anti-smoking messages are being seen. The 

desire to quit is there, as is the hope to end exposure to second-

hand smoke. 
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Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

Let us all work hand in hand not only to collect the data 

needed but also to analyse it and to devise strategic methods and 

techniques that will help us in developing and redirecting national 

tobacco control plans to include evidence-based activities aimed at 

saving young people from the health hazards of tobacco. 

 

Finally, I would like to thank you all and to wish you a 

fruitful meeting and a pleasant stay in Cairo. 
  

 

 

 


