
 
 

 
 

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful 

 

Message from 

 

DR HUSSEIN A. GEZAIRY 

REGIONAL DIRECTOR 

WHO EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN REGION 

to the 
 

 REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON ENHANCING THE ROLE OF THE MEDIA 
 IN TOBACCO CONTROL 

 
Cairo, Egypt, 31 May 2001 

 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It is a great pleasure to welcome you in Cairo at the start of this important 

regional workshop which is being held in celebration of World No-Tobacco Day 2001 

and aims at enhancing the role of the media in addressing tobacco control at both regional 

as well as national levels.  

 

World No-Tobacco Day is celebrated this year at a time when the WHO Member 

States are discussing the articles of the Tobacco Control Framework Convention, which, 

when issued, will be the first world legal document of its kind used to control tobacco. It 
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is to be noted that the negotiations undertaken under the Tobacco Control Framework 

Convention provide a good opportunity to all WHO Member States to discuss, for the 

first time and at the international level, the obstacles facing the efforts to control tobacco, 

and requiring international legal support to overcome them. Undoubtedly the success of 

this convention depends largely on public acceptance and political commitment, and one 

of the most important stakeholders in achieving this is the media. Through adopting the 

right message, the media can be the most influential force in enhancing the role of 

governments and societies to support the convention and, moreover, in implementing it at 

a later stage. 

 

As you are all aware, the diseases associated with tobacco use kill more than four 

million people every year. In the majority of the countries of the Region, the rate of 

smoking reaches 50% among men and more than 10% among women. The situation 

among young people of both sexes is even more dangerous. These terrifying figures are 

the consequence of direct and indirect tobacco promotional campaigns, and they should 

loudly ring an alarm bell. If the situation continues as it is at present, the Region will face 

a true disaster, entering the 21st century with a whole generation of disabled people and 

patients unable to work or operate within their communities. This situation necessitates 

the coming together of efforts in order to tackle it, particularly given that the present 

technological revolution allows all those involved in tobacco control affairs to 

intercommunicate on a large scale and to develop networks that facilitate the follow-up of 

the different tobacco control initiatives and seek to render them successful. As you all 

know, the success of efforts aiming at controlling tobacco, at the regional level, depends 

on rapid communication among the various countries to enable implementation, on the 

largest possible scale, of pertinent resolutions and initiatives. While the individual 

sources of information depend largely now on the different types of media, whether 

visual or written, it may be clearly seen that the role of both regional and national media 

is vital in addressing the tobacco epidemic and its impact on the daily life of each 

individual as well as on governments. The success of health advocates and tobacco 

control workers in making public health happen is now related more than ever to the 
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action taken by the media, which will be an essential complement to the activities 

undertaken by the health sector in tobacco control. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

The media actually do not only have a role but also a responsibility in addressing 

the different aspects of the tobacco epidemic, especially the activities undertaken by the 

tobacco industry to undermine the tobacco control efforts. These activities can be 

ascertained through reading the regional report Voice of truth, issued by the Regional 

Office for the Eastern Mediterranean and available on the Office’s web site1. This report 

shows that careful reading of the papers of the multinational tobacco companies, available 

on the Internet, has revealed the strategies and plans developed by these companies to 

target our Region. Such companies have conspired to stop efforts to control tobacco. They 

have even attempted, in an unprecedented manner, to influence  public acceptance of the 

ruling issued by religious leaders that declares smoking a religiously prohibited act. 

Indeed the role of the multinational tobacco companies has gone beyond the simple 

attempt to directly influence decision-makers, even as far as spying on the decisions and 

initiatives of the Regional Office and other interested individuals and national societies. 

These and other incidents related in the said report are good reason for the urgency, at 

both the regional and national levels, to revise national plans and the steps needed to 

control tobacco, with a view to re-evaluating the situation, in line with the information 

made available by technological developments witnessed by the world today. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

In light of the above it is a necessity now more than ever for public health workers 

to create alliances with all possible parties and identify new partners within the civil 

society in order to support the efforts undertaken by them to improve the health status of 

the public and to increase their awareness with regard to one of the most preventable 

causes of death, which is tobacco use. Our distinguished guests, allow me finally to say 

                                                           
1 http://www.emro.who.int/TFI/TFIonthemove-VoiceOfTruth.htm 
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that media can, hand in hand with the other concerned parties, create an environment 

where tobacco control can be achieved.  

 

I wish you success in your workshop and welcome all the guests who have 

travelled to join this gathering, and wish everybody a pleasant stay in Cairo among its 

hospitable people.  


