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Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

  

I have great pleasure in welcoming you to this first regional consultation on 

liability and compensation in the WHO Framework Convention On Tobacco Control. 

  

At the outset I must express my deep sense of gratitude to His Excellency, Dr 

Masoud Pezeshkian, Minister of Health and Medical Education, and indeed to the 

Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, for kindly hosting this consultation, which 

will provide countries of the Eastern Mediterranean Region, for the first time, with a 

unique opportunity to contribute to the international efforts in tackling the tobacco 

problem by proposing the text for the liability and compensation section of the 

Framework Convention.  
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I would like also to extend my thanks to all the distinguished delegates who are 

participating in this historic consultation and who surely will contribute to its outcomes in 

a way that reflects the opinions and needs of this Region’s countries. 

  

Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

  

The main aim of this consultation is to produce a text for the liability and 

compensation section in the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control. The Regional 

Office for the Eastern Mediterranean Region believes that the Framework Convention 

should receive all possible support to ensure its success. For the first time an international 

convention is being developed to assist tobacco control related activities at all possible 

levels, from the international community to regional levels and the national and local 

level. I sincerely hope that the effective participation of countries of the Eastern 

Mediterranean Region in developing this convention will assist in making it not only an 

effective legal instrument for tobacco control but also a tool to bring the health sector 

together with other sectors such as justice, finance, trade, labour, agriculture and social 

affairs to give tobacco control the joint attention needed to achieve a real reduction in the 

morbidity and mortality caused by tobacco use. So far the participation of the countries of 

the Region in this important process has been satisfactory. Around 15 of our Member 

States participated in the last negotiation session, which was held in Geneva in April 

2001, and I am certain that this consultation will raise the level of participation in the 

upcoming negotiation session to be held in Geneva in November 2001. 

  

This consultation is one example of what successful collaboration between two 

different sectors can achieve. Ministries of Justice and legal experts from different 

countries came together to produce the text that will be negotiated throughout this 

consultation, which will hopefully mark a start of longstanding collaboration between the 

health and legal sectors in tobacco control.  

 

While discussing the principle of liability and compensation in the framework 

convention I would like you to consider regional realities as well implementation 
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feasibility. In this Region legal intervention is very much needed, not only to tackle the 

tobacco problem but also to confront the power of the tobacco industry. It is well known 

that the tobacco industry promotes its products to children and youth, especially in this 

Region. Moreover, it has been clearly shown that the industry’s past activities have gone 

beyond promoting a product that kills more than 4 million people per year to include 

interfering in national policies and undermining legislative attempts to protect public 

health from tobacco health hazards.  

 

All countries of the Region suffer from human as well as financial losses due to 

tobacco use. For example, the Islamic Republic of Iran pays around 2000 billion touman 

annually as a total cost for tobacco use. In the year 2000 alone, the number of deaths 

attributed to tobacco use reached around 50 000. Smuggling also represents a real threat 

to the economy of many countries of this Region; the Islamic Republic of Iran, where an 

estimated 70% of the tobacco consumed is smuggled, is only one example of countries 

that suffer from such a problem.  

  

The activities of the tobacco industry and its allies are a real challenge for public 

health leaders and legislators; all efforts must come together to end such practices. Local, 

national and even regional efforts cannot succeed alone in fighting such behaviour. It is 

therefore crucial to have a consultation like this to strengthen the consensus required at 

the international level on the tools needed for global success in controlling tobacco. 

  

Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

  

I am confident that this consultation will achieve its objectives, inshallah, with 

admirable success and provide future direction to the crucial areas of liability and 

compensation, not only in this Region but worldwide. I wish you all a very fruitful 

discussion and am looking forward keenly to seeing the final text that you will produce. 

 


