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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It is a pleasure to meet with you, as we are accustomed every year, on the occasion of 

World No-Tobacco Day, in order to review the efforts exerted and the hopes nurtured in 

the fight against tobacco, as well as the obstacles we have faced, and the successes we 

aspire to.  

 

World No-Tobacco Day is celebrated this year at a time when the WHO Member 

States are discussing the articles of the Tobacco Control Framework Convention, which, 

when issued, will be the first world legal document of its kind used to control tobacco. It 

is to be noted that the negotiations undertaken under the Tobacco Control Framework 

Convention provide a good opportunity to all WHO Member States to discuss, for the 
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first time and at the international level, the obstacles facing the efforts to control tobacco, 

and requiring international legal support to overcome them. Therefore, the first thing I 

call for on this occasion, is that the countries of the Region undertake a careful study of 

the articles of the said Convention and participate actively in the negotiations relating to 

it, so that it may act as a legal support, assisting in changing the actual state of affairs, not 

just merely as texts and provisions providing support to a limited number of countries to 

the exclusion of the great majority. 

 

The Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean has issued its first report on the 

status of tobacco in the Region, based on the information provided by the member 

countries. The reader of the report will notice that the use of tobacco in all countries is 

very high among men and is alarmingly on the increase among women and young people. 

As you are all aware, the diseases associated with tobacco use kill more than four million 

people every year. In the majority of the countries of the Region, the rate of smoking 

reaches 50% among men and more than 10% among women. The situation among young 

people of both sexes is even more dangerous. These terrifying figures are the 

consequence of direct and indirect tobacco promotional campaigns, and they should 

loudly ring an alarm bell. If the situation continues as it is at present, the Region will face 

a true disaster, entering the 21st century with a whole generation of disabled people and 

patients unable to work or operate within their communities. For example, in the 

Jordanian Cancer Register for 1998 and 1999, the most prevalent type of cancer recorded 

is lung cancer, and Jordan is not unlike the other countries of the Region in this respect. 

The significance of this indicator is self-evident.  

 

This situation necessitates the coming together of efforts in order to tackle it, 

particularly given that the present technological revolution allows all those involved in 

tobacco control affairs to intercommunicate on a large scale and to develop networks that 

facilitate the follow-up of the different tobacco control initiatives and seek to render them 

successful. As you all know, the success of efforts aiming at controlling tobacco, at the 

regional level, depends on rapid communication among the various countries to enable 

implementation, on the largest possible scale, of pertinent resolutions and initiatives. This 
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is the subject of my second call to you: that nongovernmental organizations, and other 

bodies involved in tobacco affairs, activate cooperation and communication networks on 

the internet, so as to secure the exchange and diligent follow-up of information. The 

stumbling block that causes delays to many of our efforts is the inability to continue the 

activities launched, as a result of inactive communication or the lack of follow-up. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Although numerous efforts have already been made to curb the tobacco pandemic, the 

impact of such efforts still remains below the level needed. This fact can be ascertained 

through reading the report entitled Voice of truth, issued by the Regional Office for the 

Eastern Mediterranean and available on the Office’s Web site1. This report shows that 

careful reading of the papers of the world tobacco companies, available on the internet, 

has revealed the strategies and plans developed by these companies to target our Region. 

Such companies have conspired to stop efforts to control tobacco. They have even 

attempted, in an unprecedented manner, to influence the acceptance by the public of the 

ruling issued by religious leaders that declares smoking a religiously prohibited act. 

Indeed the role of the world tobacco companies has gone beyond the simple attempt to 

directly influence decision-makers, even as far as spying on the decisions and initiatives 

of the Regional Office and other interested individuals and national societies. These and 

other incidents related in the said report, are good reason for the urgency, at both the 

regional and national levels, to revise national plans and the steps needed to control 

tobacco, with a view to re-evaluating the situation, in line with the information made 

available by technological developments witnessed by the world today. 

 

I would like at the conclusion of my speech, to thank Saudi Arabia for nominating the 

two holy cities, Mecca and Medina, to participate in the international contest launched by 

the World Health Organization on the occasion of World No-Tobacco Day 2001. It is 

hoped that this nomination as well as the plan of action adopted by Saudi Arabia to make 

the two holy cities tobacco-free areas, will help greatly to disseminate the message that 

                                                           
1 http://www.emro.who.int/TFI/TFIonthemove-VoiceOfTruth.htm 
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both active and passive smoking are threats to the health of humanity. Allow me also to 

add that recent research has proved, beyond any doubt, that passive smoking has a great 

negative impact on the health of those exposed to it.  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

I have great hopes that our meeting next year will bring along many changes in favour 

of tobacco control in the Region. Let us work together so that our hopes may become 

realities that will deprive tobacco promoters of sleep and will convey favourable omens of 

health and well-being to all peoples in general and the peoples of this Region in 

particular, especially its younger generation, who represent its brilliant future. 

 

 
 


