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Dear Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen 
 
  

It gives me great pleasure to send this message of welcome to all participants in this 

consultation. I sincerely hope that you have a productive meeting and an enjoyable stay in the 

Islamic Republic of Iran. I am grateful to His Excellency Dr Mohammed Farhadi, Minister of 

Health and Medical Education, for kindly agreeing to host and provide facilities for this meeting. 

  

For health research, the preceding year has been quite momentous and fruitful. All of you 

are aware of the considerable amount of discussion and work that went into the preparation for 

the Global Conference on Health Research for Development. Following the conference, a number 

of activities have already been initiated to implement the various recommendations made in the 

plenary and working group sessions. In fact within our own Region, this consultation is one such 

activity. 
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Following the global conference, we undertook a review of our existing mechanisms in the 

Regional Office for supporting intercountry and national health research activities as part of our 

collaborative programmes with Member States. Based on this review we are planning to 

introduce certain changes which we will share with you during the course of this meeting, and we 

will appreciate your comments on the proposed changes. 

  

We do not have as yet detailed information on resource flows for health research in the 

Region. However, most of you are well aware of the very limited resources available for health 

research your own countries and the fact that they are unlikely to increase in the near future in 

view of the prevailing economic situation. Therefore, it is critical that whatever funds are 

available are used efficiently and effectively, especially with a view to diminish the existing 

disparities and inequalities in health.  

  

I was pleased to note that the four major themes selected for discussion during your 

consultation aim at enhancing the effectiveness of national health research systems. In order to 

equip the national health research managers with appropriate skills and competencies at an early 

date, the Regional Office would be willing to develop and support a regional programme on 

leadership for national health research in conjunction with our Member States, with other WHO 

programmes and with agencies such as COHRED.     

  

I would like to take this opportunity to emphasize the need for establishing regional  

networks and partnerships for exchanging information and trying to design solutions for dealing 

with common problems in the Region such as mental health, noncommunicable diseases, road 

traffic injuries, etc. There are a large number of professional societies and organizations in almost 

all of our Member States and they can be mobilized for taking steps towards establishing such  

networks.  

  

I would also like to make an appeal for democratization of health research, which has  

largely been a preserve of highly trained researchers or of academics, and to make it more 

inclusive. It is time for health researchers in general and for you as national research leaders to 

reach out and actively involve in your endeavours a whole range of stakeholders who have so far 

been left out. 
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I look forward to your hearing your suggestions about areas in which the Regional Office 

could collaborate with national health research systems in your countries and what you propose 

doing yourselves following this consultation.  

  

In conclusion I would like to thank COHRED and its staff for supporting this consultation 

and our efforts in developing stronger and viable national health research systems in the regions. 

We look forward to working with them closely in the coming years.  

 


