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Your Royal Highness Queen Rania Al Abdullah, Your Excellencies, Ladies and 

Gentlemen, 

 
 It is a great pleasure to welcome you in Jordan at the start of this important 

international consultation, which would not have come about without the cooperation of 

all the responsible officers and personnel of the Jordanian Ministry of Health. I wish to 

express my sincere appreciation to the personnel of the Ministry, headed by H.E. the 

Minister of Health of Jordan, who has put all the capabilities of the Ministry at the 

disposal of WHO so that this gathering may take place. Deep gratitude goes to Her Royal 

Highness Queen Rania Al Abdullah for her kind sponsorship of this Consultation. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

 This consultation is being held by the Director-General of WHO in response to 

the recommendations of the expert committee which prepared the report, issued by WHO 

in July of last year, that has been circulated to you. The report discloses the attempts 

made by tobacco companies to overtly interfere with WHO tobacco control policies, with 

a view to hindering or neutralizing such policies. The publication of this report has led to 

holding the present consultation in order to discuss the requirements of the WHO regions 

and various Member States regarding litigation against tobacco companies and 

conduction of necessary public inquiries in order to monitor and denounce the covert 

activities of the tobacco industry, which is continuously depleting the financial and 

human resources of our countries. The consultation also aims at finalizing the approach to 

be followed and the policy to be adhered to in response to such activities. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

 You are all aware that the diseases related to tobacco use kill more than 4 million 

people every year. Our Region in particular faces a great challenge due to high rates of 

tobacco consumption. In most of the countries of the Region, the rates of smoking are 

50% in men and more than 10% in women. In Lebanon, however, the rate of smoking in 

women is more than 67%. The situation among the youths of both sexes is even more 

serious. In Jordan, the rate of smoking among youths reaches approximately 35%; in 

Kuwait it is 25%; while in Gaza and Lebanon it is more than 40%. These terrifying 

figures are the outcome of direct and indirect advertising campaigns that promote 

tobacco, and are a strong warning. If the present situation continues, the Region will be 

faced with disaster. The twenty-first century will be confronted with an entire generation 

of handicapped and sick people who are unable to work nor have any role in the 

community. In the recently published Jordanian issues of the Cancer Record for 1998 and 

1999, it was stated that the most prevalent type of cancer was lung cancer. In this respect, 
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Jordan does not differ from the majority of the countries of the Region. The evidence is 

indisputable. 

 

 This makes me wonder whether tobacco companies have long been pursuing their 

real objectives, which are to promote their products among youths and children and to 

fight all tobacco control measures, in full knowledge of the fact that their products are 

harmful and cause countless numbers of diseases. Is it not right, then, confident as we are 

of the legitimacy of our cause and our purpose, that we should act together as health 

workers and cooperate with other sectors to take a united stand against the strongest 

threat to health in the modern age? I sincerely hope that your deliberations will take into 

account the need to urge all other sectors to take part in tobacco control activities. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

  

 The consultation you are attending today, the agenda of which you are about to 

discuss, is an important step in uniting both global and regional efforts in order to stop 

the aggression of tobacco against health. In this respect, I would like to commend the 

pioneering American experience in the field of litigation. In addition, the presence of a 

large number of world experts in the field among us today is an excellent opportunity to 

make use of their unique views and experiences. It is true that it may not be easy to 

replicate the American experience in every country, particularly in view of the nature of 

ownership of the tobacco companies in several countries, but there is no doubt that it is 

very important to be acquainted with the American experience and to draw upon it in 

order to support other courses sought by countries, such as public and private inquiries 

undertaken by local and international organizations and other interested parties. 

Unquestionably, the study of this experience in the light of legislation governing smoking 

is a necessity due to the fact that Islamic legislation represents a main source of 

lawmaking in most of the countries of the Region.  
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

 Evidence has proved that tobacco companies have undertaken, and are still 

undertaking, a great number of activities to impede health action. It has also been proven 

beyond doubt that these companies have hidden many facts about the hazards of 

smoking, that they have fought against the imposition of tobacco control laws and that 

they have attempted to influence  decision-makers in all places in order to oppose raising 

the price of tobacco. They have resorted to all means to oppose this measure in particular, 

especially after both the World Bank and WHO indicated that such a measure could be 

very effective in reducing the numbers of smokers. These activities, which raise a number 

of questions, have been included in the previously mentioned WHO report. The panel of 

experts who prepared the report urged WHO in their recommendations to carry out an 

inquiry at both regional and national levels. In pursuance of this recommendation, WHO 

will initiate the work of this consultation by launching the first part of a report entitled 

“Voice of Truth”, issued by the Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean, which 

reveals the attempts made by tobacco companies in this Region, particularly in the  

countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), to oppose all tobacco control 

measures. The report also indicates that these companies do not hesitate to deploy 

enormous resources and devote intensive efforts to monitoring any move in the Region 

towards the control of direct or second-hand smoke, and specifically, all the activities of 

the Regional Office in this respect. The report will be made public in a press conference 

following this opening session, and I invite you all to attend it. 

 

 I, along with all others concerned with health affairs in this Region, am looking 

forward eagerly to the outcome of this Consultation. Allow me here to recall to your 

minds the words of the Prophet Mohammed ρ: You will be judged by your own 

standards. I believe that now is the time for this. Do you agree? 

 

 Your gathering together from all parts of the world provides the best opportunity 

to decide on the methods for forcing tobacco companies to bear the responsibility for the 

harm caused by tobacco use, in a manner that can be adapted to the conditions of every 
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country and Region and in a way that contributes to the attainment of the goal of health 

for all.  

 

 In conclusion, I would like to thank our colleagues from WHO headquarters in 

Geneva for their continuous technical and financial support to regional tobacco control 

activities, and for selecting our Region to be the venue of this consultation. I believe that 

this will have a very positive impact on tobacco control at both regional and national 

levels. 

 

 I wish you success in your deliberations and welcome all the distinguished guests 

who have travelled to join this gathering, and wish everybody a pleasant stay in Jordan 

among its hospitable people.  

 

In the words of the Quran, and for all there will be ranks from what they do, that 

He may pay them for their deeds; and they will not be wronged.  

 


