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Your Excellencies, Distinguished Guests and Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It is a pleasure to welcome you to this Regional Consultation for Launching the Regional 

Network on Wastewater Reuse being held jointly and in collaboration with the Office for the 

Near East of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. I would like to thank 

the Government of Jordan for their hospitality and support, and in particular, His Excellency Dr 

Faleh Al Nasser, Minister of Health, and His Excellency Dr Hazim Nasser, Minister of Water and 

Irrigation, and their staff for their continuous support, cooperation and assistance. 

 

By the year 2025, almost all countries in the Region will be unable to produce enough food 

for their populations because of scarce water resources. Disposal and use of untreated wastewater 

is also causing serious health and environmental problems, including pollution of surface and 

groundwater. Last month, the first Joint UNEP/WHO Regional Conference on Water Demand 
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Management, Conservation and Pollution Control was held here in Amman. Its deliberations and 

recommendations highlighted the fact that one of the solutions to the crisis is the reuse of  

wastewater and greywater to augment supply and reduce pollution. Particularly in agriculture, the 

reuse of treated wastewater, greywater and drainage water can release fresh water for higher-

value use and reduce fertilizer consumption. The cost of treating wastewater for irrigation is 

significantly less than that of developing many alternative sources of supply. 

 

Human health aspects and environmental quality are closely connected with the use and 

final disposal of reclaimed water and sludge; health statistics show higher prevalence of the 

diseases associated with wastewater reuse. There are about one billion cases of intestinal 

nematode cases in the world each year, mainly in developing countries. The prevalence of 

intestinal helminth diseases can reach 100% in some countries of the Region. As you are all 

probably aware, in 1989, WHO published guidelines for safe use of wastewater and excreta in 

agriculture and aquaculture, following an exhaustive consultative process. A process of updating 

the guidelines has been initiated and a series of background documents are currently in 

preparation and will be made available for comments.  

 

WHO is endeavouring to build capacity in the field of quality of reused wastewater. The 

regional programme in the coming biennium in the field of wastewater reuse is aimed at: 

 

• continuing capacity-building of institutions and training of professionals in the field of 

wastewater treatment and reuse; 

• building up capacity in institutions in the field of applied research; 

• building up capacity in water quality surveillance and control by training laboratory staff and 

providing laboratory equipment; 

• disseminating the latest information and know-how on the subject; 

• carrying out applied research of specific regional relevance and seeking feasible solutions to 

the problems facing the Region in the field of wastewater reuse; 

• publication and arabization of technical reference material related to the subject; 

• providing guidance on application, surveillance and monitoring of wastewater projects and on 

identification and enumeration of helminth eggs in influent, effluent and sludge; and 
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• enhancing collaboration between the concerned regional authorities. 

 

I hope that the launching of the Regional Network on Wastewater Reuse will enhance the 

transfer of knowledge in this field and strengthen cooperation between countries, which will, in 

turn, increase the benefits gained from the experience in this field and, ultimately, increase safe 

use of wastewater and greywater. WHO hopes that each country in the Region will establish a 

plan that, within 10 years from now, all wastewater produced will be reused in a healthy and 

environmentally sound manner and will be included in the integrated water and environmental 

plan of each country. We hope information dissemination will be expanded and that the regional 

network will work as a clearing centre for regional experience and knowledge. The Regional 

Office will do its best to support the Regional Network on Wastewater Reuse. WHO is ready to 

serve as a clearing house in the: 

 

• health and environmental aspects of wastewater/greywater reuse; 

• guidelines, regulations, codes related to the health aspects; 

• disease surveillance and monitoring related to diseases associated with wastewater reuse; 

• information exchange on wastewater reuse; 

• arabization of the technical documentation related to wastewater and greywater reuse; 

• dissemination of the latest know-how in the field of wastewater and greywater reuse and 

enhancement of technical cooperation among the countries. 

 

A number of existing documents, which are in electronic form, can be placed at the 

immediate disposal of the regional network. These include: 

 

• the WHO guidelines for the safe use of wastewater and excretion in agriculture and 

aquaculture, in Arabic and English;  

• regional and country profiles on wastewater treatment and reuse; 

• training materials on health aspects of wastewater reuse, and training materials on appropriate 

wastewater treatment for agricultural reuse; 

• training materials on greywater reuse; 

• guidance on identification and enumeration of helminth eggs in influent, effluent and sludge; 
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• the list of equipment required to establish a laboratory unit for identification and enumeration 

of helminth eggs in influent, effluent and sludge. 

 

WHO is ready to support the countries of the Region in carrying out any training or 

trouble-shooting assessments in the field of wastewater and greywater reuse. WHO is 

reconfirming its commitment to support the regional network and hopes that this meeting will 

launch the network on a strong and sustainable basis. I look forward to further cooperation with 

FAO in ensuring adequate follow-up on this initiative. 

 

I hope the time you spend here in Amman and in CEHA will prove fruitful and informative, 

and I wish you a pleasant stay in this beautiful city of Amman. 

 

May God bless your endeavours. 

 


