
 
 

 
 

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful 

 

Address by 

 

DR HUSSEIN A. GEZAIRY 

REGIONAL DIRECTOR 

WHO EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN REGION 

to the 

MEETING ON COMMUNICABLE DISEASE SURVEILLANCE 
AND MONITORING FOR EPIDEMIC PRONE 
AND VACCINE-PREVENTABLE DISEASES 

 
Cairo, Egypt 21–25 January 2001 

 
 
Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, dear colleagues, 

 It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to this important and unique global 

meeting on communicable disease surveillance and monitoring for epidemic and vaccine-

preventable diseases. 

Communicable diseases continue to be the most common cause of morbidity and 

mortality all over the world. Despite their importance in terms of the overall disease 

burden, prevention and control of most communicable diseases is feasible through simple 

and cost–effective strategies. The development, implementation and monitoring of these 

strategies require the presence of strong epidemiological surveillance.  
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Ladies and gentlemen, 

Disease surveillance, particularly for communicable diseases, is perhaps one of the 

earliest strategies adopted by mankind for the purpose of control of the spread of disease. 

Surveillance data is needed for priority-setting, policy decisions, planning and resource 

mobilization and allocation.  It is a tool for prediction of early occurrence of epidemics, 

monitoring and evaluation of intervention activities and documentation of progress in 

achieving the goals of eradication and elimination. Indeed, certification of eradication is 

not possible without supportive evidence of a strong surveillance system. 

 
The countries of the Eastern Mediterranean Region, similar to countries of other 

regions, have demonstrated repeatedly their ability to meet global challenges to monitor 

diseases targeted for elimination and eradication, through the development of intricate 

surveillance systems. Nevertheless, the development of communicable diseases 

surveillance systems has not attained a level that maximizes their potential efficiency and 

effectiveness. Existing communicable disease surveillance has crippling limitations, 

which stem mainly from fragmentation of the surveillance system, programme-oriented 

approaches in disease surveillance and a great shortage of material and human resources 

in many countries.  

Integrated surveillance of communicable diseases envisages all surveillance 

activities in a country as a common public service that carries out many functions using 

similar structures, processes and personnel. Surveillance activities that are well developed 

in one area may act as driving forces for strengthening other surveillance activities, 

offering possible synergies and common resources. There is no doubt that the 

coordination of surveillance and response activities streamlines each, minimizes their 

cost, maximizes utilization of already-scarce material and human resources and improves 

the overall efficiency of the surveillance system.  

Although specific disease control programmes require different surveillance data, 

they all require similar core activities and support functions. Thus, it is possible to 

envisage a holistic approach that would take into consideration all core activities and 

support functions in order to strengthen the national surveillance system through 
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coordination, prioritization and streamlining of all surveillance needs. The challenge is to 

identify where synergy between systems is possible, and identify opportunities for 

coordination or integration of activities, while at the same time recognizing the special 

needs of some programmes for supplementary information or alternative methods of 

surveillance.  

 

Dear colleagues,  

 

 With the increasing number of emerging and resurging infectious diseases and 

expanding globalization of trade and travel, there is a growing need for global 

coordination of communicable disease surveillance and response activities. Improvement 

of communicable disease surveillance is expected to aid achieving the regional plans for 

prevention and control of communicable diseases and the global targets of eradication 

and elimination of vaccine-preventable infections.  

 

 I sincerely hope that the present meeting will promote the integrated disease 

surveillance strategy at both the regional and global levels and help in attaining better 

prevention and control of communicable diseases and timely achievement of the global 

eradication and elimination targets.  

 

 I wish you every success in your meeting and a pleasant stay in the beautiful and 

hospitable city of Cairo.  

 
 


