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Your Excellency the President of Pakistan, 

Your Excellency the Governor of Sindh, 

Your Excellency the Vice-Chancellor of Baqai Medical University, 

Dear colleagues, members of the faculty staff, 

Students and parents,  

Ladies and gentlemen 

 

Assalamu Alaykom wa Rahmatollahy wa Barakatoh 

 

It is a great pleasure to be included among this august gathering, 

headed by His Excellency the President of Pakistan, and to share with you 
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this joyful occasion. I am deeply grateful to have been chosen for the 

honour of receiving the degree of Doctorate in Sciences from your 

esteemed university. 

 

Since its first batch of students enrolled in 1988, Baqai Medical 

College, later Baqai Medical University, has been highly regarded by 

WHO Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean. The innovative 

community-oriented programme adopted by the college was one of the 

earliest initiatives towards the reform of medical education in Pakistan. 

 

The push for reform in medical colleges all over the world has 

stemmed from growing awareness of the drawbacks and shortcomings of 

the existing system of medical education. Curriculum change is necessary 

when there is a lack of relevant medical response to community needs. 

Effective and relevant training methods are needed, and must be selected 

and implemented in accordance with current evidence-based education. 

Such learning strategies need to address competency in work as well as 

lifelong learning in order to deal with the fast-moving developments in 

medical professions. At the same time, the rapidly growing number of 

newly established colleges in recent years requires that minimum 

standards and a core curriculum be established for all medical colleges, 

within the framework of a comprehensive accreditation system at both 

national and regional levels. 
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Medical education should go beyond the mere teaching and learning 

of medicine to incorporate accountability for the product of the education: 

namely, the graduates. Medical schools should look into the working 

environment of future graduates and ensure that the skills they wish to 

impart to the future doctor will be used to the fullest extent and to the 

greatest satisfaction of health consumers, health authorities and the 

graduates themselves. Health systems are being reformed to better meet 

society’s health needs and promote optimal use of the available resources 

in the health sector. These changes require a new profile for the ideal 

physician of the future, a physician who will be expected to fulfil at least 

five essential functions: care-giving, decision-making, communication, 

community leading and managing a working team. 

 

Since 1995 the Government of Pakistan and the WHO Regional 

Office for the Eastern Mediterranean have made concerted efforts to 

introduce the concept of community-oriented medical education in 

Pakistan. Following an International Conference on Medical Education 

held in Islamabad and national workshops organized in Karachi by the 

Pakistan Medical Education Association, three consultants visited the four 

medical colleges in four different provinces which were designated to 

implement the project initially. Since then, collaboration between the 

colleges and the World Health Organization has continued, and 
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preparations are under way to expand implementation of the project during 

the coming months. The project aims at producing doctors who will be 

capable of addressing the health problems of the people of Pakistan in a 

competent manner. This will help secure the improvement of the 

performance of both health systems and the health workforce. You may be 

assured of the continued and sustainable support of the Regional Office to 

the ongoing development of medical education in Pakistan. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

Once again I take this opportunity to sincerely thank Baqai Medical 

University for conferring on me this esteemed degree, which both honours 

and strengthens my mandate to lead efforts in finding the best ways to 

fulfil the health needs of all people living in the countries of the Region. 

 

Finally, I would like to congratulate cordially the graduates and 

their families on their achievement. I wish them continued success. 

 

May God the Almighty bless you all. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 


