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Dear Colleagues from UNICEF and WHO 

 
 It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to this annual meeting between the staff of 

the WHO Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean and the UNICEF Regional and 

Country Offices for the Middle East and North Africa, and South Asia. 

 
 I wish to extend a special welcome to Mr Ibrahima Fall, the UNICEF Regional 

Director for the Middle East and North Africa, and to his colleagues from the Regional Office 

in Amman and from New York, Egypt and Iraq, and to Dr Aliu Bello, representative of Mr 

Nigel Fisher, Regional Director for South Asia. Our joy in receiving you today is doubled, as 

you will also share with us the celebration of World Health Day this evening. 

 
Dear Colleagues, 

 
 Some of you may not be aware that we started these annual coordination meetings 

over 15 years ago. We all realized that, working together, WHO and UNICEF could produce 
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better results than would the sum of our individual, separate efforts, particularly as we have 

common goals in many priority fields. 

 
 I am very proud that, as in other areas, this region has established this excellent 

initiative. What we have been practising for many years as an outcome of our strong 

collaboration is now being quoted by our Headquarters as innovation in the coordination of 

activities between the World Health Organization and UNICEF. In the Joint UNICEF–WHO 

Poliomyelitis Eradication Strategy Meeting that was held last month in Geneva, between the 

Executive Director of UNICEF and the Director-General of WHO and a number of WHO and 

UNICEF country representatives and regional offices, the principal innovative actions that 

were agreed upon to enhance WHO/UNICEF coordination at the country level are already 

being practised in countries of our region. These highlighted innovative approaches include: 

 
• Outlining the roles and responsibilities of each agency at the country level in planning 

and implementing poliomyelitis eradication activities. This has been the practice between 

WHO and UNICEF in this region for many years.  

 
I am pleased to say that at country level, we have always been keen to undertake joint 

efforts, not only between our two agencies, but also with all other partners. For example, in 

Egypt all efforts in support of national poliomyelitis eradication are jointly planned between 

WHO, UNICEF and USAID. Another example of joint efforts happened last month, when we 

completed a very successful Interagency Coordination Committee Meeting in Pakistan 

involving not only WHO and UNICEF, but also Rotary International, USAID, the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention, the Asian Development Bank and the World Bank.  

 
Our joint efforts extend further, to fund-raising. During the past two days, some of 

you have participated in the Interagency Coordination Committee Meeting at which we 

submitted to our main partners in poliomyelitis eradication the joint WHO/UNICEF plans 

prepared at country level for poliomyelitis eradication. 

 
• The second area mentioned at the WHO/UNICEF meeting in Geneva, as an innovation to 

strengthen collaboration, is to have a common database at country level. Together, we 

initiated this approach in the Region many years ago. We share coverage data for EPI and 

we have the weekly poliofax, now in its fifth year, which is shared every week with all 

our regional and country offices. 
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• The third area is in joint meetings. I am sure you are aware of our annual joint 

WHO/UNICEF intercountry meeting for EPI managers, which has been ongoing for 

17 years. It has long been the policy in this region to prepare and conduct meetings and 

consultations on areas of common interest jointly. 

 
Dear Colleagues, 

 
 While the strong foundation we have built over the years between our agencies in this 

part of the world at all levels started in the field of immunization and poliomyelitis 

eradication, our collaboration has been expanding year after year from one area to another. In 

this limited time let me recall just a few such areas. In diarrhoeal diseases control and in the 

control of acute respiratory infections we have worked together for almost 20 years and now 

have enlarged the scope for collaboration in implementing the strategy for Integrated 

Management of Childhood Illness. We have also enjoyed excellent collaboration in the area 

of nutrition and in the control of micronutrient deficiencies. Our joint action in control of 

iodine deficiency and that of vitamin A are exemplary. 

 
 We continue to have excellent collaboration together, and with UNESCO, in school 

health education, developing together the famous school health curriculum, which has been 

widely used in many other parts of the world—evidence of its excellence. 

 
 These are only a few of the fruits of the strong collaboration which has been built over 

the years between our agencies in this part of the world. 

 
 I do not wish to take up more of your time, but wish to end these introductory remarks 

by congratulating every one of the UNICEF and WHO staff for the excellent achievements 

seen in many programmes of common interest in countries of our region. I wish, however, to 

remind everyone that we still have a long way and perhaps, a difficult one to go in our 

support to national authorities in order to achieve the targets set for their countries. 

 
 I wish to welcome you again and look forward to our discussion and future stronger 

collaboration. 

 
 Thank you. 


