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The holding of this 21st annual conference of the Network of Community 
Partnerships for Health through Innovative Education conference to be held in the 
Eastern Mediterranean Region is opportune as, at the same time, WHO is launching a 
regional initiative to reorient health professional education. The Network’s activities 
have always been well coordinated with those of WHO since its establishment more 
than 20 years ago. The regional input to the Network has been rich and varied: 
participation of the Region’s institutes in the process of the establishment of the 
network; involvement of many institutes and individuals as full, associate and 
corresponding members; occupation of executive positions by educationalists from 
the Region’s institutes. The establishment of a regional chapter of the network, in 
1998, was achieved in close collaboration with the Regional Office for the Eastern 
Mediterranean, to help institutes in the Region to coordinate and support change. The 
chapter has held two meetings since and planned many other activities. At present, 
with a considerable number of institutes having already adopted innovative 
programmes (in Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, Pakistan, Sudan, United Arab Emirates and 
Republic of Yemen), a regional initiative is being launched to reorient educational 
programmes in at least another 15 health institutes in the Region. The reorientation 
aims at achieving unity for health to improve performance of health systems. This 
initiative has attracted a number of collaborators, and the network would certainly be 
a priority partner. I would therefore like to call for closer collaboration, coordination 
and active partnership between the Regional Office and the Network to bring about 
the changes needed and make health professional education in the Region more 
relevant to community needs. 


