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Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

 

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the Subregional training workshop on cross-border 

tuberculosis control in the countries of the Near East. I would like to extend my special 

thanks to the Government of Jordan for the kind offer to host this meeting.  

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

This training workshop is symbolic in the field of tuberculosis control. This is because 

of its uniqueness and its importance. The workshop is unique because it is a joint initiative 

by Jordan, Iraq, Lebanon, Palestine and the Syrian Arab Republic, which are member 

countries of the Near East Tuberculosis Control Initiative (or NETCI). You will witness 
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that all technical activities in the training workshop will be carried out by the national 

managers of tuberculosis control programmes of Jordan, Lebanon and the Syrian Arab 

Republic. This is an excellent example of joint tuberculosis control activities by a number 

of countries.  

 

The workshop is important because it deals with the two key subjects in the field of 

tuberculosis in the Near East. One is Direct Observation of Treatment, Short-course 

(DOTS). I am sure that by now you know DOTS very well as a comprehensive strategy to 

ensure the successful detection and treatment of tuberculosis cases. All countries 

participating in this workshop are enthusiastically implementing the DOTS strategy. Jordan 

has already accomplished the nationwide implementation of DOTS, or DOTS ALL OVER. 

Iraq, Lebanon, Palestine and the Syrian Arab Republic are working hard to accomplish 

DOTS ALL OVER by the end of the year 2000. 

 

The other important subject is cross-border tuberculosis control. As we all know, a 

certain number of tuberculosis patients in the participating countries may cross borders 

during the treatment of tuberculosis. Once they move to other countries, it is not always 

easy to follow the results of their treatment unless there is a cross-border system to monitor 

these cases. 

 

The national tuberculosis managers of the member countries of the Near East 

Tuberculosis Control Initiative discussed these important points in their meeting in Beirut, 

Lebanon, on 10 June 1999. As a result, they made recommendations to carry out a training 

workshop on the DOTS strategy to strengthen the managerial capabilities of tuberculosis 

coordinators at intermediate and peripheral levels. They also recommended the 

development of a system to monitor cross-border tuberculosis control. In response, we have 

decided to assist the relevant countries in holding this training workshop. As I stated at the 

beginning, the workshop is symbolic in that it is a reflection of good collaboration at the 

regional, subregional and national levels in tuberculosis control. 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

The training workshop has two main objectives. One is to train the participants on the 

DOTS strategy. During the lectures, group exercises on the WHO tuberculosis training 
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modules and field visits, you are expected to learn all of the important aspects of the DOTS 

strategy. Please try to learn as much as possible from the excellent experiences in Jordan: 

namely how Jordanian health services have successfully implemented the DOTS strategy.  

 

Once we understand the strategy well, all participants are requested to develop 

standardized technical procedures for cross-border tuberculosis patients and cross-border 

patient transfer forms, under the leadership of the national managers of tuberculosis 

programmes who are here today. When it is established, the cross-border tuberculosis 

control system will help the participating countries in monitoring cross-border tuberculosis 

cases successfully. 

 

To meet these objectives, your active participation in the training workshop is very 

important. Let us make this joint initiative continue to succeed and to set a good example 

for other countries, not only in the Region but also in the world.  

 

I know that you have a full programme ahead of you. Therefore, without taking any 

more time, I wish you a successful meeting and a pleasant stay in Amman. 

 


