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Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

 

It is my pleasure to welcome you to this Intercountry Training Workshop on Directly 

Observed Treatment, Short-course (DOTS). I wish first to extend my sincere thanks to the 

Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran for their kind offer to host this training 

workshop. I also offer my special gratitude to the officials of the National Research 

Institute of Tuberculosis and Lung Disease for all their assistance and support in the 

organization of this training workshop 
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Dear Colleagues, 

It is well known and proven that the DOTS strategy is a comprehensive approach in 

tuberculosis control to ensure the successful detection and treatment of tuberculosis cases. 

This strategy has been widely implemented in many countries of the Region. We in the 

Eastern Mediterranean Regional Office of WHO are aiming to implement the DOTS 

strategy nationwide in all countries of the Region by the year 2000 and to accomplish the 

global targets for tuberculosis control by the same year. I am proud to inform you that this 

strategy, which we call DOTS ALL OVER, is the first major attack to be made against 

tuberculosis at the regional level in the world. 

 

It gives me pleasure to inform you that good and continued progress has been made in 

the implementation and expansion of the DOTS strategy in the Eastern Mediterranean 

Region. The credit goes to a number of activities which have been successfully carried out 

in the Region and have produced good political commitment for tuberculosis control; 

continued efforts in human resource development for the strengthening of technical 

leadership; good support to national tuberculosis programmes such as programme reviews, 

tool development and advocacy activities; and coordination among different partners 

involved in control of tuberculosis.  

 

As a result, nine countries, namely, Bahrain, Cyprus, Djibouti, Jordan, Kuwait, 

Morocco, Oman, Qatar, Tunisia have achieved DOTS ALL OVER; eight countries, Egypt, 

Islamic Republic of Iran, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic 

and Republic of Yemen are at different stages of DOTS expansion; while Afghanistan, 

Iraq, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Pakistan and United Arab Emirates have less than 10% 

DOTS coverage. 

 

Dear Colleagues,  

 

I am optimistic that with the progress made so far, it is realistic to believe that the 

countries in the Region are heading in the right direction for achievement of DOTS ALL 

OVER by the end of 2000. However this will largely depend on tuberculosis control 

activities namely DOTS expansion in the DOTS expanding and DOTS lagging countries. 

I must emphasize that DOTS ALL OVER is still a considerable challenge. There are 
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several constraints in the field of tuberculosis control as well as in general health services 

which may hamper the implementation and expansion of the DOTS strategy. Moreover, we 

have only one year left to achieve DOTS ALL OVER by the end of 2000. We have to 

maximize our efforts aimed at dealing with the constraints in tuberculosis control and 

promoting the DOTS ALL OVER strategy. 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

This workshop on the DOTS strategy is being conducted in the Islamic Republic of 

Iran because it has successfully implemented the DOTS strategy, covering 65% of the 

population, and the programme is well integrated in a well established network of primary 

health care. This programme also sets a good example of community health workers 

(Behwarz) participating in tuberculosis control activities. The programme has been 

achieving treatment success rates of around 85% in the DOTS implementing areas. The 

DOTS programme in Isfahan is one of the good examples in Islamic Republic of Iran, and 

you will visit it during the field visit section of the training workshop. This workshop will 

provide you with good opportunities to learn the principles of the DOTS strategy through 

lectures, exercises on WHO tuberculosis modules and, above all, discussions among 

facilitators and participants. Moreover, you will observe how the DOTS strategy has been 

implemented in parts of the Isfahan province during field visits. 

 

Your active participation in the training workshop is of high importance. There needs 

to be an active exchange of the participants’ experiences in the implementation of the 

DOTS strategy. The reasons for success and the constraints confronting DOTS 

implementation need to be shared by all participants. Discussions in the training workshop 

need to be straightforward, critical and constructive. By the end of the training workshop, 

you are expected to have a clear idea of how to implement the DOTS strategy throughout 

areas that are under your responsibility.  

 

I wish you all a successful training workshop and a pleasant stay in the Islamic 

Republic of Iran and hope you will enjoy the Iranian hospitality. 

 


