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Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to this coordination meeting on the 

prevention of cross-border transmission of wild poliovirus and malaria between selected 

countries of the Eastern Mediterranean and European Regions of WHO. I wish to extend 

my sincere thanks to the Government of Azerbaijan for hosting the meeting and for the 

excellent arrangements made for the purpose.  
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Coordination or border meetings between neighbouring countries have a special 

significance in control of communicable diseases, which, as you know, do not respect 

international boundaries. These coordination meetings are an excellent opportunity for 

establishing personal contacts between the programme managers. It facilitates frank discussion 

and free exchange of experiences, ideas and information and hence coordinated approaches to 

control the diseases in question. 

 

It is gratifying to note that the joint activities of the WHO Eastern Mediterranean 

and European Regions to prevent cross-border transmission of wild poliovirus have given 

new impetus to the eradication initiatives in both regions. As an example, coordinated 

mopping-up immunization, which started initially in border areas, has been converted into 

a high-risk area approach, which greatly contributed to the regional achievements of 1998. 

Another positive achievement is the improved quality of mopping-up. 

 

The number of poliomyelitis cases reported in the Eastern Mediterranean Region 

has continued to decrease, in spite of much improved acute flaccid paralysis (AFP) 

surveillance in many countries. I am particularly pleased to note that the situation in the 

countries of the Eastern Mediterranean Region bordering the European Region has also 

improved and transmission of wild poliovirus has been reduced to a few focal areas in 

many of them. 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

Malaria coordination meetings are a long-standing tradition in our Region. In the 

past, out of the countries of the European Region, only Turkey used to take part in such 

meetings. Today coordination has been extended to include a number of the newly 

independent states that emerged from the USSR.  

 

This part of the world was until recently heavily burdened by malaria. As a result 

of the laborious efforts of malaria control programmes, the situation has radically 

improved, and malaria transmission has been reduced or interrupted altogether in many 
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areas of your countries. A great achievement has been a complete elimination of the most 

dangerous species, P. falciparum, from most of the participating countries, with the 

exception of Afghanistan and a small area in the Islamic Republic of Iran. 

 

Setbacks in malaria control have been observed as a result of a breakdown of health 

services because of war, political instability or economic crisis, such as has happened in 

Afghanistan and Iraq. I sincerely hope that it will be possible to achieve a radical 

improvement of the malaria situation in these countries. 

 

I sincerely trust that the present meeting will result in adoption of a coordinated 

strategy of malaria control and contribute to a better planning of operations, especially in 

border areas.  

 

In conclusion, I wish to take this opportunity to once again thank the Government 

of Azerbaijan for hosting this important meeting and to thank every individual participant 

for the efforts made.  

 

I wish you all success in your deliberations and a pleasant stay in Baku. 


