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Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

 It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to the Second Inter-regional Meeting 

on Coordination of Poliomyelitis Eradication in countries of the Horn of Africa. I wish 

specifically to welcome national staff involved in poliomyelitis eradication and 

representatives of our partners in the global poliomyelitis initiative, namely UNICEF, 

Rotary International and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. I also welcome 

WHO staff from the African Regional Office and Headquarters. 
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Dear Colleagues, 

 

 It is gratifying to note that the joint efforts of the WHO Eastern Mediterranean and 

African Regions to accelerate poliomyelitis eradication activities in the Horn of Africa are 

currently receiving new impetus which I am confident will result in timely eradication of 

the wild poliovirus from this part of Africa. 

 

 The objective of the present meeting is to discuss in detail how to reach and 

maintain poliomyelitis free status and how to prevent cross-border transmission of the wild 

poliovirus among the population of the Horn of Africa. 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

 I am pleased to note that since your first meeting held in Livingston, Zambia in 

March 1998, encouraging achievements are being observed with regard to poliomyelitis 

eradication in countries of the Horn of Africa, especially in Somalia and Sudan. 

 

Critical eradication activities, i.e. national immunization days, have been conducted 

for the first time in the whole of Somalia and Sudan with excellent coverage results. As 

well, AFP surveillance was introduced in northern Somalia in 1997 and is being expanded 

to the central and southern parts of Somalia and has also been introduced in southern 

Sudan. You will hear about the achievements in these two countries in more detail during 

the country presentations, therefore, I will not elaborate further on their achievements. 

 

 I have noted with satisfaction that your meeting will specifically address 

poliomyelitis eradication activities in high-risk border areas, an approach which has been 

given high priority in the Eastern Mediterranean Region since 1997. Considerable 

experience has been gained from similar coordinated efforts between neighbouring 

countries such as the coordinated activities between countries bordering northern Iraq, 

namely the Islamic Republic of Iran, Iraq, Syrian Arab Republic and Turkey, and our 

experience in the border and high-risk areas between Afghanistan, the Islamic Republic of 

Iran and Pakistan. I am confident that these experiences will provide your meeting with 

guidance in planning coordinated activities for this important part of Africa. 
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 In conclusion, I wish to thank you for your efforts and commitments towards 

achieving polio eradication in the very near future and to take this opportunity to 

acknowledge with thanks the continued support and contributions of our international 

partners, particularly Rotary International and the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention in Atlanta and UNICEF, and the very highly appreciated inputs from the 

various nongovernmental organizations who have been instrumental in the conduct of 

NIDs and in surveillance activities for AFP, especially in areas of war and internal conflict. 

 

 I am confident that this meeting will be another important milestone in our efforts 

towards eradicating poliomyelitis by the year 2000. 

 

 I wish you all success in your deliberations and a pleasant stay in Nairobi. 

 


