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Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

 It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to this consultation on poliomyelitis 

eradication in Egypt. I wish specifically to thank experts from outside the Region for 

accepting the invitation to come and for sparing the time for this important consultation. 

I am confident that we will benefit from your vast and valuable experience. 

  

 I wish first to record with great satisfaction the very strong commitment of Egypt to 

poliomyelitis eradication. This commitment is found at all levels in the country, from the 

President of the Republic, to the Minister of Health and Population, and reaching out to all 

levels, both central and provincial. 
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The national programme has been very active in implementing all the globally 

accepted strategies for poliomyelitis eradication. Routine immunization with 3 doses of 

OPV in infants has reached very high levels. Over and above that, supplemental 

immunization activities in the form of NIDs and sub-NIDs are being implemented with 

great success, as evidenced by the very high levels of coverage. As a matter of fact, Egypt 

is perhaps the only country in the world, which has so far conducted more than 15 NIDs. 

 

 The national surveillance system for AFP has reached very high levels of 

performance and is probably now not missing any cases of poliomyelitis anywhere in 

Egypt. It is supported by an excellent laboratory, which is also the regional reference 

laboratory for poliomyelitis.  

 

 I should also mention that UN agencies, particularly UNICEF and WHO, together 

with other agencies, in particular USAID, Rotary International and CDC have supported 

the national programme continuously and are committed to it until Egypt is polio-free, 

hopefully in the very near future. 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

 Despite all that has been undertaken and achieved in implementing all the globally 

accepted strategies for poliomyelitis eradication, Egypt continues to witness practically 

uninterrupted wild poliovirus circulation. Although it is now in limited foci and in much 

reduced magnitude, the fact is that the wild virus is still there. 

 

 This situation has been a subject of considerable concern, not only nationally but 

also regionally and globally, as reflected by the fact that the Global Technical Consultation 

Group on Poliomyelitis Eradication included the subject of poliomyelitis eradication in 

Egypt on its agenda at its last meeting nearly two months ago. A very important concern is 

that this situation of continued circulation of the wild poliovirus has started to seriously 

affect the morale of the Ministry of Health and Population staff and may make it difficult 

to sustain the initiative and enthusiasm among all concerned. 

 

 All partners of the Ministry of Health and Population in poliomyelitis eradication 

have provided the programme with consultancy services, both long-term and short-term, 
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over the years. It was, however, fragmented and for one or two specific purposes. We 

thought, now, that it was time to call for this consultation with well known international 

experts in the various elements of poliomyelitis eradication, with the purpose of giving the 

national programme the required comprehensive recommendations to help it reach the 

target of poliomyelitis eradication on time. We would like to know from you if there is any 

need to modify the present ongoing strategies or if there is need to introduce new ones. 

 

 As you will note from the programme, the Ministry of Health and Population will 

provide you with all the information you require and expects to hear from you what else 

they should do to ensure that the polioviruses cease to survive in Egypt. 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

 Please do not hesitate to ask any question, simple or tough, about the programme 

and I want to assure you that there will be an honest and transparent answer. I know that 

the programme has collected a massive amount of information which has also been 

extensively analysed by the programme and by consultants and it will hopefully be 

possible to answer all your queries. We have also allowed time during the consultation for 

any field visits for individual members or for the group that you feel to be required. 

 

 We all look for your valuable guidance and recommendations as the outcome of 

this consultation. 

 

 It remains for me to wish you a pleasant and fruitful stay in Cairo. 

 

 Thank you.  
 


