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Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

 

 

 It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the Second Meeting for Focal Points of 

Paramedical Resources. 

 

 I would like to take this opportunity to express my sincere thanks to His Excellency 

Dr Ali Bin Mohammed Bin Moosa, Minister of Health, for kindly hosting this meeting. 

 

 During the First Intercountry Meeting for Focal Points of Paramedical Resources 

Development, which took place three years ago in Cairo, you discussed the issue of 

preparing paramedical personnel and outlined numerous problems confronting the 

educational programmes for these personnel in the Eastern Mediterranean Region. 
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Following your deliberations, I asked the technical units concerned to assist Member States 

in their efforts to improve the quality of education of various groups of technical health care 

providers. Hence this meeting has been organized to address educational programmes for 

two important groups of technical health care personnel; environmental health inspectors 

and laboratory technicians. 

 

 In a complex health care system, like most of those in the Eastern Mediterranean 

Region, health care providers need to be prepared as competent practitioners who are 

accountable to their employers, professional colleagues and, most importantly, to the public 

they serve at large. In order to have a graduate who could meet these requirements, whether 

as an environmental health inspector or a laboratory technician, the educational 

programmes must adhere to educational standards and the curricula must be planned, 

developed, implemented and evaluated in such a way as to ensure the desired quality 

outcome or product. 

 

 Your first challenge in this meeting is to set regional educational standards for both 

the laboratory technicians, and the environmental health inspectors. In setting these 

standards you will need to adopt a futuristic approach. What you are recommending this 

week will have its impact on those who will be practising in the next century’s health 

systems. These systems will have to respond to the rapid changes imposed by demographic 

and epidemiological transition, the escalating cost of health care, the introduction of new 

technology and, last but not least, the demands of the people for access to affordable quality 

health care. 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

Nowadays we are witnessing unprecedented information explosions in all fields of 

knowledge. As a result, educators in all fields have been burdened by decisions about what 

to include in educational programmes. This is the second challenge for you during this 

week. You need to decide on the content of the programmes and the competencies required 

by environmental health inspectors and laboratory technicians that are necessary for future 

practice. As you would agree, such competencies should include the knowledge, skills and 

attitudes of the future technicians. Both the competencies and standards ought to provide 

you with the relevant direction for the core curriculum. A core curriculum refers to the 
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educational experiences that all students require for developing the essential competencies 

needed for safe and quality performance. Needless to say, a core curriculum constitutes the 

minimum requirements, to be included in the educational programme. Definitely, such core 

curriculum could be expanded upon by any Member State or any institution. I believe that 

if all Member States accept the core curriculum philosophy and develop their programmes 

accordingly, many of the problems of quality of education and graduates that are 

encountered today will be eliminated. 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

I hope that in your deliberations of these issues you will look critically at the 

experiences of other countries and make recommendations relevant to the realities and 

needs of our Region. 

 

In conclusion, I wish to emphasize that our main goal is to look at concrete 

standards that can be used by Member States to enhance the quality of allied health 

personnel education and practice. 

 

I look forward to receiving the outcome of your deliberations and 

recommendations. I hope that your stay in this historic city of Muscat will be both 

productive and enjoyable. 

 


