
  

MECACAR-Turkey 

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful 
 
 

Message from 
 
 

DR HUSSEIN A. GEZAIRY 

REGIONAL DIRECTOR 

WHO EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN REGION 

to the 

SIXTH INTER-REGIONAL MEETING ON  

COORDINATION OF OPERATION MECACAR 

 

Ankara, Turkey, 20–22 October 1999 

 

 

Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 
 It gives me great pleasure to welcome all of you to the Sixth Inter-regional Meeting 

on Coordination of Operation MECACAR. I wish to specifically welcome national staff 

involved in poliomyelitis eradication and representatives of our partners in the global 

poliomyelitis initiative, particularly from UNICEF, Rotary International and the Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention, Atlanta, and WHO staff from the field, Regional 

Offices and headquarters. 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 
 It is gratifying to know that since your meeting in Cairo almost a year ago, 

considerable progress has been made towards poliomyelitis eradication in participating 

countries. 
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 As regards countries of the Eastern Mediterranean Region, efforts to expand and 

strengthen surveillance of acute flaccid paralysis have been most impressive, not only in 

MECACAR countries, but also in all parts of the Region, even in war-torn areas in 

Somalia and south Sudan. This means that all countries now have a functioning AFP 

surveillance system. Although at different stages of development, there is strong evidence 

that by the end of 1999 all Member States will achieve the required level of performance of 

the system. I am pleased to note that most countries are using a computerized database for 

AFP surveillance and that reporting completeness and timeliness have dramatically 

improved, enabling us to publish our Polio fax on a weekly basis. 

 

 The implementation of supplementary immunization in the Region with very high 

coverage is another success. National immunization days were conducted in 21 of the 23 

countries of the Region in 1998, and during 1999, most countries have already conducted 

NIDs or are planning to do so. Also, tremendous efforts are being made to accelerate 

eradication activities through improving the quality of immunization campaigns; and by 

introducing sub-NIDs, additional pairs of national immunization days or massive house-to-

house immunization campaigns in high-risk areas in countries which are still endemic and 

are part of the global reservoirs of poliovirus. In Pakistan, massive house-to-house 

immunization campaigns were launched in Sindh, Baluchistan and North-western Frontier 

Provinces during March to June 1999 as a result of which over 11 million children were 

immunized. 

 

 As a result of the successful implementation of poliomyelitis eradication activities, 

15 countries of the Region have been polio-free for three or more years. In 1998, 553 

confirmed poliomyelitis cases were reported from seven countries of the Region, 

representing a 56% decline compared with the previous year. It is expected that in 1999, 

the number of cases will not exceed the figure for 1998. 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

 Although our achievements are encouraging, it is clear that the last steps in 

achieving a polio-free Region will not be easy, especially in Pakistan where the wild 

poliovirus, although reduced, is still circulating in many parts of the country, as well as in 

many areas in Afghanistan. These two countries represent one of the most important global 
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reservoirs of poliovirus in the Region. We are also concerned about the resurgence of 

poliomyelitis in Iraq during the past few months but are confident that, with the immediate 

and comprehensive response that took place, transmission will be controlled very soon. 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

 The previous five MECACAR meetings held so far provided an excellent forum for 

the national staff involved in poliomyelitis eradication in both Regions to share 

experiences, coordinate activities and exchange critical information required for timely 

action. As I have been informed, this meeting is the last one. However, I do believe that 

our fruitful inter-regional and international cooperation and coordination of poliomyelitis 

eradication activities will be continued. There is still a lot of work ahead of us to reach the 

polio-free status in every corner of the globe and it is the joint responsibility of all partners 

to ensure that the work in achieving this target is completed in a timely manner.  

 

Although not customary, I wish to take this opportunity to acknowledge that the 

idea of the MECACAR operation was initiated by two WHO staff members, one from 

EURO and one from EMRO, namely, Dr Oblapenko and Dr Aslanian, and I wish to thank 

them for this initiative. This idea has been picked up and similar coordination is under way 

in several other areas, for example between Afghanistan and its northern neighbouring 

countries in Europe, and between the Islamic Republic of Iran, Iraq, Syrian Arab Republic 

and Turkey, and is being developed in the Horn of Africa. This kind of collaboration is 

essential in the confrontation with the poliovirus, which after all knows no political 

boundaries. 

 

 In conclusion, I wish to take this opportunity to thank the Government of Turkey 

for hosting this important meeting and to thank every individual participant for the efforts 

made in poliomyelitis eradication. I also wish to thank the international agencies, 

particularly Rotary International and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention for 

their continued support and contribution to the national and regional eradication initiatives. 

 

 I wish you all success in your deliberations and a pleasant stay in Ankara. 


