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Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to this intercountry workshop on 

measles elimination organized by the World Health Organization.  

 

I wish to express my sincere thanks to the Government of Oman for hosting this 

workshop and for providing such excellent support, arrangements and facilities. My thanks 

and deep appreciation are due to His Excellency Dr Ali Bin Mohammed Bin Moosa, 

Minister of Health, for his interest and support and for honouring us with his presence and 

inaugurating this meeting here today. 

 

  I would also like to extend my thanks to our colleagues from the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta, from UNICEF and from WHO headquarters for 
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their participation in this meeting, as well as for their support to our efforts in the 

development of the Expanded Programme on Immunization in the Region. 

 

Dear Colleagues,  

 

Measles continues to cause a considerable amount of illness and death among 

children in many parts of the world including our Region, more than 80 000 cases were 

reported in 1998 with occurrence of outbreaks in several Member States. However, the 

number of reported cases represents only a small proportion of the actual cases as measles 

remains a seriously under-reported disease. 

  

After a regional target was set to eliminate measles by the year 2010, you had your 

first meeting in Damascus last year at which you reviewed the measles situation in your 

countries and prepared plans of action to achieve measles elimination. Today, we are here 

to follow up on the progress you have made in implementation of these plans and to 

discuss and try to overcome the problems that you have met. 

 

It is gratifying to note the important achievements you have made in implementing 

the measles elimination strategies. In addition to Kuwait and Oman, which conducted their 

initial mass catch-up immunization campaigns in 1994, other countries implemented such 

campaigns during 1997 and 1998. These countries include Bahrain, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, 

Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia and United Arab Emirates, and plans are ready for 

implementation for Lebanon, Palestine, Morocco and Qatar. The Islamic Republic of Iran 

has joined the group aiming at elimination and will be preparing its plan. We have to 

remember that the initial campaign is a one-time activity and that high coverage should be 

attained in order to achieve the goal of interrupting chains of measles transmission. Once a 

“catch-up” campaign is completed, the coverage achieved in every district should be 

analysed and those districts with less that 95% coverage should carry out house-to-house, 

mop-up vaccination activities. 

 

High measles vaccine coverage in every new birth cohort through routine services 

is absolutely necessary if the interruption of measles virus circulation is to be maintained. 

It is satisfying to note that during 1998 measles immunization coverage rates of 90% or 
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more were reported from 15 Member States; nearly all the countries attending this meeting 

are among this group. 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

However efficient the “catch-up” and routine immunization efforts are, there will 

inevitably be an accumulation of measles-susceptible pre-schoolchildren over time. It is 

essential to monitor such build-up of susceptibles and to plan follow-up activities 

accordingly.  

 

Surveillance, with laboratory confirmation of cases, is also an important component 

essential for monitoring progress towards measles elimination. The primary purpose of 

surveillance is to detect, in a timely manner, all areas in which measles virus is circulating 

through notification and timely case investigation of all suspected measles cases. Even 

after interruption of the indigenous transmission, the maintenance of a surveillance system 

is important so that any imported measles case can be detected early. In order to promote 

high quality measles laboratory testing throughout the Region we are now establishing a 

regional network of laboratories.  

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

I want also to remind you that embarking upon measles elimination is an ambitious 

task and requires the collaboration of ministries of health, the private sector, 

nongovernmental organizations and multilateral and bilateral international partners, and 

that in order to achieve the regional targets we need to move forward collectively and to 

coordinate efforts. The intensification of measles elimination activities should take place 

within the wider context of accelerated EPI activities, and should build upon the recent 

accomplishments of the poliomyelitis eradication programme. This workshop is an 

excellent opportunity to share experiences and exchange ideas, to discuss the issues and 

problems that confront you and to find solutions. I am sure that during the next few days, 

you will review the current measles situation in your countries and update your plans to 

reach the elimination goal. I would also recommend that you consider including strategies 

for rubella elimination as a part of the plan you will develop. It is an opportunity to 

eliminate another disease at a marginal additional cost.  
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I hope that while poliomyelitis eradication is achieved by the target date, all 

countries of the Region will also join this initiative and pursue the goal of measles 

elimination. 

  

I have a strong conviction that measles will be eliminated from the entire Eastern 

Mediterranean Region in the very near future and that global eradication of measles will be 

the future goal. I would like to assure you that WHO will always supplement and support 

your national efforts in this regard. Once again, I wish to express my sincere gratitude to 

all of you for your efforts and for participating in this workshop. I wish you all success in 

your deliberations and a pleasant stay in Muscat.  

 

May God crown our collaborative efforts with His blessing. 

 


