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L@dieS and Gentlemen, dear Colleagues, 

It is an honour and it gives me great pleasure to address you on the 

occasion of this important and special meeting. I consider it special for 

a number of reasons. One, because it is the first of its kind in our 

Region, and we are proud of the establishment in the Region of a number of 

model conh~n~nity-orierited schools of health sciences; of these the Suez 

Canal Paculty of Medicide is a hotable one. This Meeting provides an 

opportunity for you to share ideas and experience and, at the same time, 

to show the world what we are doing - not with the aim of boasting but for 
the sake of the feedback and constructive criticism it engenders. Two, 

the theme which was selected for this meeting - Evaluation of innovative 
curricula for the health sciences - indicates the thoughtful humility of 
the proponents of these innovative programmes and their readiness to 

learn. In this connection, I cannot help thinking to myself: why do we 

always assume that the traditional system of providing medical education 

is a good one, without subjecting it also to a rigorous evaluation? It is 

encouraging to note that, in this meeting, we are going to lay our ideas 

open for discussion, without any reservations, with the aim of taking 

stock and reviewing our successes and our failures - surely a rare 

occurrence. The third reason is a personal one, for it is the first time 

that I myself can be present at a meeting of this Network of 

Community-oriented Educational Institutions for Health Sciences. 



As you know. WHO has been supporting the Network from its inception 

and, since its first meeting in Kingstown, Jamaica, in 1979, we have been 

collaborating very closely. In concrete terms. this collaboration has 

included regular technical, informational and funding support for the 

biennial meetings and to affiliated community-oriented institutions within 

the Eastern Mediterranean Region, 8.g. the Gezira, Suez Canal, Bahrain and 

Yemen Faculties of Medicine. This emanates from our sincere conviction 

that community-oriented education is an essential and positive approach 

within the context of primary health care for achieving Health for All by 

the Year 2000. 

I have a small matter close to my heart that I would like to share 

with you. In the past two years, the awareness in the Regional Office of 

the problems arising from teaching and practising medicine in a foreign 

language has grown remarkably. We have recognized an inability in health 

service personnel to communicate - an essentially two-way matter - if a 
large part of their thinking and vocabulary is in a language which is 

foreign to the communities and people that they serve, and to the 

counterparts in other sectors with whom they should cooperate. Thus, a 

Regional Office programne on the Promotion of Use of National Languages in 

Health Personal Education has been established, linking the activities of 

the health manpower development, translation and publications units. The 

aim is to find ways of facilitating the preparation, production and use of 

teaching/learning materials in the national languages of the Region - 
Arabic, Dari, Farsi. Urdu and others - in response to Member States*, and 
hence the teaching institutions', needs. This is a subject on which I 

eagerly await your views, even if the organizers have omitted it from the 

Programme of the Symposium! Indeed, it is not just your views and 

constructive comments that I await, but also your active support. 

I am full of hope that this meeting will be a resounding success. 

With the excellent preparation and other efforts that have preceded it, 

I am quite sure that it will meet its objectives. 

Before concluding this brief address, I would like to express to you 

my gratitude for granting me and my colleagues in the Organization the 

opportunity of sharinb in your deliberations at this historic meeting. 

I wish you well, and may God bless you all. 


