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Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

 

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the Second Sub-Regional Meeting on the Near 

East Tuberculosis Control Initiative. I would like to take this opportunity to extend my 

special thanks to the Government of Lebanon for its kind offer to host this meeting and to 

welcome the participation of representatives of the private health sector and of 

nongovernmental organizations. 

 

As we all know, the Near East Tuberculosis Control Initiative is a joint initiative of 

six countries in the Near East, namely Cyprus, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Palestine and Syrian 

Arab Republic. The initiative was launched during the Sub-Regional Meeting on 
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Tuberculosis Control in the Countries of the Near East, which was held in Damascus in 

June 1998. It is the third sub-regional tuberculosis control initiative launched in the Region 

after the Tuberculosis Elimination Initiative in the Member States of the Gulf Cooperation 

Council and the Tuberculosis Control Initiative for the Horn of Africa.  

 

In the 1998 meeting, the participants recognized that, while considerable progress 

had been made in tuberculosis control in the countries of the Near East, there were still 

several weak points that were common to all these countries. This is why all the 

participants agreed to initiate this joint tuberculosis control initiative to facilitate and 

supplement the efforts to strengthen programmes in their countries. The participants 

identified possible areas of collaborative work for the initiative. These included exchange 

of information, human resource development, control of tuberculosis in mobile populations, 

laboratory network development, anti-tuberculosis drug policy and joint operational 

research. They also prepared a joint plan of action for the initiative, to achieve its target. 

The most important element in the plan is the target DOTS ALL OVER by the end of 2000. 

Two countries involved in the initiative, namely Cyprus and Jordan, have already achieved 

DOTS ALL OVER and should now move towards the target of tuberculosis elimination by 

2010. 

 
Another important element in the plan of this initiative is intersectoral collaboration, 

because of the presence of a strong private health sector and the many other health care 

providers in the health field in all participating countries. Full involvement of these partners 

is essential for the real success of the initiative.  

 
Dear Colleagues, 

 
I am pleased to note that each of you has already prepared a national plan of action 

for tuberculosis control for 2000 and 2001 at the meeting of national managers for 

tuberculosis control programmes in the Region, which was held just prior to this meeting. 

This meeting has as its main objective the preparing of a joint plan of action for the 

initiative that will support and supplement implementation of the national plans of action. 

 

I know that you have a full programme ahead of you. Therefore, without taking any 

more time, I wish you a successful meeting and a pleasant stay in Beirut. 


