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Your Excellency, Distinguished Participants, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen. 

 

 I welcome you with great pleasure to the opening of the AGFUND/CEHA regional 

workshop on the promotion and use of environmental health awareness materials with 

special focus on women and children. I would like to express my gratitude to the 

Government of Jordan, and especially to His Excellency, the Minister of Health, 

Dr Ishaq Maraqa and his staff for their kind cooperation with the Regional Office and 

CEHA in hosting this workshop. Furthermore, I would like to extend my sincere thanks to 

Arab Gulf Programme for United Nations Development Organizations (AGFUND) for 

providing funds in order to conduct this workshop. 
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 One of the most important areas of global challenge is the well-being and good 

health of people, and in particular the improvement of environmental conditions which is 

basic to health development. Environmental factors play a vital role in life and are essential 

determinants of health status. Indeed, environment and health are linked in a feedback loop, 

wherein human interventions in the environment comprising individual and community 

lifestyles and actions, whether positive or negative, cause environmental changes, which in 

turn affect health positively or negatively. 

 

 WHO’s experience is that awareness-raising is the most effective tool in improving 

the environment. The teaching environmental health is one of the many efforts WHO is 

promoting to strengthen human capacity for the improvement of environmental health, and 

to encourage actions that eliminate, prevent or minimize hazards. Member States of the 

Eastern Mediterranean Region of the World Health Organization face challenges to 

maintaining environmental quality and to achieving the economic and social goals of 

development plans. The quality of the natural environment and the health effects resulting 

from negative environmental factors are of increasing concern in both developed and 

developing countries. The extent of the environmental impact and the effects on health are 

often unknown and the technology to prevent and control environmental hazards needs 

further development. 

 

 Since its establishment, CEHA has carried out various training activities in 

environmental health. These have included a national training course in sanitation and 

health education in Jordan in 1986, a regional conference on development, environment and 

health with participants from 20 Member States in 1988, the first regional workshop for 

environmental health educators with participants from seven countries in 1990 and a 

regional consultation on the review and updating of environmental health curricula with 

participants from 16 countries. In addition, CEHA participated in the intercountry meeting 

of Directors of Environmental Health Training and Research Institutions held in Riyadh, 

Saudi Arabia, in 1987. CEHA also conducted a regional workshop with WHO headquarters 

in 1998 to introduce the Environmental Health Training Manual and Trainer’s Guide. 

CEHA has produced training documents on environmental health in refugee camps and is 
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preparing a set of basic lecture notes on environmental health for use in universities that 

wish to introduce environment and health subjects. 

 

 This workshop has planned to follow up on previous regional activities, and as part 

of the activities of the AGFUND/CEHA project entitled: Training relating to Health and 

Environment with Special Reference to Mothers and Children’s Health. Its focus is 

environmental health training focusing on imparting knowledge and skills in environment 

and health to women and children. Women in most communities play the gender-related 

role of service providers and maintainers of family well-being (including health care 

attendant/deliverer and provider of nourishment). Thus they are a vital link between the 

biophysical environment and the health of the family unit. Women themselves often bear a 

double burden of poor health as a direct or indirect result of degrading environmental 

conditions (which may, for example, mean often excessive effort to obtain dwindling 

natural resources like wood for fuel and water), as well as poor general work place 

environments. A woman’s health is directly linked to the total well-being of the family unit. 

The child, whose upkeep is often the sole responsibility of the mother, may be exposed to 

health hazards as a direct result of maternal ignorance. The growing realization of the 

linkages between the environment, and the health of the women, children and other family 

members necessitates effective intervention strategies. A first necessary step will be to 

educate women and children on the very issues affecting their health, in order to stimulate 

their participation in the intervention effort. 

 

The basic objective of this workshop is to guide and assist the beneficiary countries 

in preparation of an inventory of national resources and to devise coordination mechanisms 

for the promotion and use of environmental health awareness materials with special focus 

on women and children. The workshop will also provide a forum: 

 

• to review the relevant country activities and experiences on the promotion and use of 

specially developed environmental health materials; and 

 
• to discuss and define institutional, legislative and other mechanisms which will enable 

sustainable intervention efforts. 
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Finally, I would like to thank you for your participation and your valuable 

contribution to this important workshop aiming at the establishment of healthy 

environments for women, children and indeed everybody in our Region. I wish you all 

success in your deliberations and look forward to receiving your constructive, progressive 

proposals and further recommendations on the workshop topics. 

 

Lastly, may I wish you all a very happy and pleasant stay in this beautiful city of 

Amman. 


