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Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 
 
 

It is a great pleasure to welcome you all to the intercountry meeting on essential health 

indicators. I would like, first, to thank the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran for 

hosting this meeting and for the excellent facilities provided to ensure its success. 

 

Although the Eastern Mediterranean countries have made significant progress in the 

development and improvement of national health statistical information systems, considerable 

shortcomings and gaps still remain.  You, as responsible officers and experts involved at the 

national level in health information systems, are well aware of both the weaknesses and 

problems facing various health statistical information sub-systems. 

 

Furthermore, public health managers and epidemiologists involved in health 

surveillance often face difficulties in dealing with a large amount of data, much of which is 



 2

either difficult to interpret and use, or irrelevant to decision-making needs. This situation is 

mainly due to the inadequacy of the design and development process of national health 

statistical information systems. The national systems usually lack a rational participatory 

approach through which the information needs of users are identified and taken into 

consideration. 

 
Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues 
 
 

 During the last decade, strengthening the national health statistical information system 

was among the priority areas for WHO cooperation and assistance in the Region. It will 

continue to be so for the years to come. Information, as a real resource for health decision-

making at all levels, is one of the prerequisites for strengthening the process of health sector 

development. 

 

In order to respond to the pressing requests of most of countries of the Region, the 

Regional Advisory Panel on Health Information Systems was established in 1992 to advise 

the Regional Director on the development of an appropriate regional strategy. The first Panel 

meeting, held in 1993, recommended, as a key starting point in this strategy, the preparation 

of guidelines on how to develop or revise the health statistical information system. The 

guidelines were prepared by the Regional Office, then reviewed by the second meeting of the 

Panel and finalized at an intercountry meeting in September and November 1997 

respectively. The present meeting is an important step in promoting the use of the guidelines. 

 

During your discussion you will focus mainly on how to identify the information needs 

of users in terms of essential health indicators.  Any information system is country-specific 

and, to be relevant and meaningful, must be developed in the country's own context. This will 

result in an integration system which is tailored to the needs of decision-makers at all levels 

of the health system, and avoid the weaknesses and limitations of the existing systems. 
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The meeting will focus on sharing country experiences with respect to development of 

health indicators, reviewing a proposed methodology on identification of essential health 

indicators, formulating general guidelines on development of a health indicator database, and 

outlining a medium-term plan for the development of essential health indicators in the 

countries of the Region. 

 

 I am confident that your experience in this important area and your contribution will 

ensure the achievement of the objectives of this meeting. 

 

I will close by saying that this intercountry meeting is being organized in one of the 

Member States of the Region where considerable progress has been made in the development 

of the national health information system. The Iranian experience will, no doubt, support our 

efforts in developing sound and useful health indicators. 

 

 I wish you a successful meeting and look forward to your conclusions and  

recommendations. 


