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Your Excellency the Minister of Health and  Medical Education of the Islamic Republic of Iran,  

Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

 
 It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the first Interregional Workshop on Tuberculosis 

Control, which is a joint initiative between the WHO Regional Offices for the Eastern Mediterranean 

and for Europe. I wish to thank the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran for kindly agreeing to 

host this meeting. The workshop is taking place in-between two other important activities currently 

being undertaken in Teheran; the first is the 23rd  Regional Meeting of the International Union against 

Tuberculosis and Lung Disease and the second is the first Regional Training Course on Tuberculosis 

Control. These three activities represent a major step forward in the concerted response to control 

tuberculosis which is an emerging global health challenge. 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

 In recent years, several features have imposed themselves on the general outlook of the global 

disease challenge. I wish to mention those that are of particular importance to us with regard to the 

subject we are here to discuss. 
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 The first feature is the worldwide resurgence of several infectious diseases of public health 

importance, of which tuberculosis is a prime example. In their rising trend these diseases show no 

respect for the boundaries between nations and regions. Globally, tuberculosis is now the leading 

infectious killer among adults. And while the tuberculosis problem certainly ranges in the severity of 

its magnitude among the different communities in the world, nevertheless no nation or region can 

afford to ignore it. It poses a global threat, and because of this threat WHO has declared the situation 

with regard to tuberculosis a global emergency. 

 

 The second feature we should be aware of is the impact caused by increased population 

movements across borders, whether these movements are the result of civil strife, drought or natural 

disaster, or whether they are propelled by the desire for better socioeconomic conditions. These 

movements have led to the greater intermingling of human communities with all the advantages and 

disadvantages that that entails. Among the disadvantages are the increased occurrence of diseases 

caused by migrant living conditions, the migration of existing health problems along with the migrant 

populations, as well as the propensity for these populations to acquire new health problems. 

 

 The third feature is the obvious necessity for interregional, regional and bilateral cooperation 

in the fight against disease, given that most countries, in striving for development, are faced with 

limited resources and outdated management. 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

 You are all aware of the outstanding breakthrough that has been made in recent years in 

tuberculosis control through adoption of the DOTS strategy. WHO advocates this strategy and urges 

its wide use in order to control the tuberculosis epidemic and reverse it’s upward trend.  However, we 

should also be aware of the elements needed to implement this strategy in the best way.  One 

important element is the need to share experiences, exchange information and collaborate in using 

resources in the optimum manner. Neighbouring countries which are already closely linked in a 

variety of fields can make beneficial use of this relationship in presenting a common front in the fight 

against tuberculosis. 

 

 We in the Eastern Mediterranean Region have had several recent experiences which have 

demonstrated that subregional approaches, whether in the same region or in neighbouring regions, are 

very effective in strengthening the national tuberculosis control programmes. These initiatives include 
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the tuberculosis elimination initiative in the Arab countries of the Gulf and the Horn of Africa 

tuberculosis control initiative between the Eastern Mediterranean Region and the African Region. 

 

 This new Eastern Mediterranean/European interregional tuberculosis initiative is being held 

with the objectives of jointly reviewing the tuberculosis situation and control activities in the attending 

Member States, and discussing future prospects for collaboration and coordination of efforts in the 

promotion of tuberculosis control in these countries. 

 

This meeting is just a beginning in the advance against tuberculosis but it is essential to 

identify lines of feasible collaboration and to determine further steps to be taken in that direction. The 

outcome of the meeting should be reviewed by the national authorities of those countries attending the 

meeting and will also be reviewed by the Regional Offices of Europe and the Eastern Mediterranean, 

as well as by WHO headquarters to pave the way for future action. 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

I know that you will discuss several aspects related to tuberculosis in your countries, and that 

you will exchange information and share experience. I look forward to receiving your 

recommendations and proposals for areas of collaboration and joint action in tuberculosis control 

between your countries and between the two WHO regions at large. I wish you all success in your 

work and a happy stay in Teheran. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 


