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Your Excellency Dr Fathi Sorour 

Your Excellency Mr Chairman 

Your Excellencies, Ministers, Ambassadors and Representatives of 

 United Nations Organizations 

Your Excellencies parliamentarians 

 

 I would like to thank the Inter-Parliamentary Union for inviting WHO to this 

conference. It is my pleasure to participate in this highly esteemed gathering of 

representatives of the peoples of the whole world and it is my honour to represent the 

World Health Organization in it. 

 

 The Alma-Ata conference organized in 1978 jointly with UNICEF defined health as 

a state of complete physical, mental and social well-being and not merely the absence of 

disease or infirmity. The conference stated that the attainment of the highest level of 
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health, which is a human right, is a most important worldwide goal whose realization 

requires the action of many other social and economic sectors in addition to the health 

sector. 

 

 The definition of “Health for All” implies that health is a social need and is to be 

brought within the reach of every citizen, in every country, wherever he/she lives or works. 

The concept of “health” and “Health for All”, as defined above, is a holistic one, which 

sees health as part and parcel of socioeconomic development; in other words, there can be 

no development without healthy people. This health for all calls for efforts and 

multidisciplinary actions to improve agriculture, industry, housing, environmental quality 

and sanitation, and other aspects of socioeconomic development, just as much as it calls 

for medical and public health actions. Medical care alone cannot bring health to hungry 

people living marginally in hovels and shanty towns. Health for such people requires a new 

strategy that will bring about a whole new way of life, and fresh opportunities to people to 

provide themselves with a better standard of living. These include, among other things, 

good nutrition, adequate supply of water, a healthy environment, hygienic housing, and 

healthy lifestyles. Therefore “health” and “Health for All” should be considered objectives 

of socioeconomic development. 

 

 Parliamentarians represent the people of the world and the highest global hierarchy 

for community involvement and participation. Those with technical capabilities based on 

their professional backgrounds should act as the people’s mind, tongue and arms to guide 

and monitor Government actions that ensure the welfare of the people they represent and 

maintain their well-being and prosperity. Medical parliamentarians with all other health 

professional parliamentarians should use the political influence endowed upon them by the 

will of the people to form a critical mass of continuous pressure to ensure the development 

of legislative mechanisms that promote the health of the people and healthy lifestyles, and 

protect them from any health or environmental hazards. Furthermore, medical and health 

professional parliamentarians should work continuously to convince their colleagues to 

support the health sector by providing constructive proposals and appropriate solutions 

applicable to the most prevalent health problems in their countries, and should endorse 

resolutions that increase the health care share of national resources allocations to meet the 
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needs for adequate, good quality, accessible, equitable and acceptable health care services 

for all the population. 

 

 Considering the conditionality of health for any socioeconomic development of 

nations in general, and especially of the poor or deprived communities, medical 

parliamentarians have a crucial role to play in creating an alliance with their fellow 

parliamentarians of diversified professional background that relates to health promotion 

and protection, and in using health as an entry point for the alleviation of poverty among 

those communities and their subsequent socioeconomic development. Being the 

community representatives, they are the body best qualified to lead an intra-parliamentary 

movement for intersectoral Governmental coordination and collaboration, and proper 

mobilization and utilization of available resources for the welfare of the whole population. 

These should be aimed at satisfying their basic development needs as identified by local 

community organizations, and with their full active involvement and participation in 

planning, implementation and monitoring. 

 

 I hope that your discussions and deliberations in this conference will lead to alliance 

and solidarity of all the people of the world, as represented by your goodselves, to promote 

their health and protect it from all chemical, biological, political and natural hazards that 

may impede the attainment of health for all, in order to ensure and sustain the 

socioeconomic development of people of the world and their prosperity. 

 


