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Your Excellency, Distinguished Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

 It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the opening of the Regional Training 

Workshops on Chemical Information Management for the Health and the Environmental 

Sectors held by WHO’s Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean in collaboration with 

the International Programme on Chemical Safety. I would like to take this opportunity to 

express my gratitude to the Government of Jordan for the thoughtful hospitality and support 

extended by its agencies, which have made the holding of the workshops easier, and in 

particular to His Excellency Dr Ashraf Al Kurdi, the Minister of Health and Health Care, and 

his staff for their timely and courteous cooperation and assistance to IPCS and WHO’s 
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regional Centre for Environmental Health Activities during the organization of the 

workshops. 

 

 In the past two or three decades, the use of chemicals has increased steadily not only 

in the Eastern Mediterranean countries but throughout the world. Globally approximately 

100 000 kinds of chemicals are produced, and 1000 to 2000 new chemicals are introduced to 

the market every year. It is estimated that presently over 11 million chemicals are known. 

Because of this extensive use of chemicals, nearly 400 million tonnes of hazardous waste are 

produced globally each year. 

 

 As a result of increased industrialization and agricultural activities in the Eastern 

Mediterranean Region, a significant portion of the population is being exposed to chemicals 

in the workplace, the home and in the environment generally, and this exposure and its related 

health problems are increasing. 

 

 The Regional Office has many activities in progress to prevent or reduce the health 

hazards caused by misuse or overuse of chemicals, as stated in the Regional Strategy for 

Health and Environment. Some of these are: 

 

• development of national chemical safety programmes. Such  programmes cover imports, 

labelling, transport, licensing, storage, information, legislation and regulation 

• prevention of misuse of chemicals and pesticides 

• preparation of inventories of potentially hazardous industries and chemicals within 

countries and of chemicals imported 

• development of a regional plan for promoting the use of nontoxic alternatives. 

 

 IPCS and EMRO have similar strategies and objectives, and these can be achieved 

through cooperative activities in training the required human resources and supporting 

national programmes for prevention and treatment of poisoning involving chemicals. 

 

 The present workshops constitute a good example of such collaboration. They will 

strengthen the capabilities of Member States in the management of information on chemicals, 
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in the harmonized collection of clinical cases and incident data, and in the diagnosis, 

prevention and treatment of toxic exposures in both the health and environment sectors. 

 

 During the workshop on “Management of Information on Chemicals”, existing 

databases will be introduced and trainers will be trained in the sound management of 

chemicals, including emergency response. 

 

 The IPCS INTOX Package is a tool for poison information management and 

harmonized collection of case data, and brings with it approaches to patient management in a 

number of types of poisoning commonly found in the Region. This Package will be 

introduced and discussed in the second workshop. 

 

 Finally, I would like to thank you in advance for your valuable contributions to and 

your participation in these important workshops. I wish you success in your deliberations and 

look forward to receiving your constructive and progressive proposals and further 

recommendations. May I wish you all a very happy and pleasant stay in this beautiful city of 

Amman. 

 


