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Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

 It gives me great pleasure to welcome this distinguished gathering of representatives 

of agencies and organizations and of nationals to this Inter-Agency Coordination Meeting 

in support of the Expanded Programme on Immunization in the Republic of Yemen. 

 

 I would like to extend my deep appreciation and thanks to all of you for the interest 

and support you have shown and for making the effort to come and attend this important 

meeting. I wish to specifically acknowledge the presence of representatives of the Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention, Atlanta, Rotary International, AGFUND, UNICEF 

and UNDP, as well as our colleagues from WHO headquarters, Geneva. 
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 We have met on previous occasions to discuss regional constraints and how to solve 

them. This meeting is unique in that it has been called to discuss the constraints on the 

immunization programme in Yemen, and the support needed to achieve the set targets of 

disease reduction, elimination and eradication. All of us are committed to achieving these 

targets and I need not emphasize how much we value and need your continued 

collaboration and support for immunization, especially in those countries that need 

external support. 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 
 At the inception of the global Expanded Programme on Immunization, in the late 

1970s, Yemen was identified as one of the countries where the programme needed support 

in order to strengthen it. Considerable support was secured in the early 1980s to establish 

the immunization programme, including a reasonably well-functioning cold chain system, 

and to train human resources. Nevertheless, despite all efforts, the coverage rate remained 

low, at around 40%. Plans for acceleration were developed and UNICEF led a strong drive 

which succeeded in reaching the target of 80% immunization coverage by 1990. However, 

maintenance of this achievement required significant inputs which could not be sustained. 

As a result, coverage dropped quickly again to the level attained before acceleration. The 

joint national/international review of the national programme in 1993 showed that the 

coverage rates were 30% for OPV3 and 22% for TT2+. It also showed that there was no 

disease surveillance system and that the supervisory system was very weak. The 

programme was replanned and the activities contained in the plan were aimed at increasing 

immunization coverage and at developing an action-oriented national disease surveillance 

system for at least the six EPI target diseases. Unfortunately, owing to multiple managerial 

and financial problems very little could be achieved in either direction. 

 

 The situation was further aggravated by the disturbances of 1994 which are known to 

you and which I need not dwell on. However, these disturbances hindered implementation 

of programme activities and brought the programme almost to standstill, particularly as 

resources, both national and international, were channelled towards other major priorities 

in the country. 
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Dear Colleagues, 

 

 Despite the formidable financial and logistic constraints, I was very pleased to note 

the declaration by the Government, in October last, of the commitment to conduct national 

immunization days in November and December 1996. These were a great success, as 

certified not only by national but also international observers. The major factor in the 

resounding success of the national immunization days conducted in late 1996 was the 

strong commitment of the Government to eradicating poliomyelitis. President Ali Abdulla 

Salih administered the first dose of OPV thus setting the campaign in full stride. Resources 

were mobilized for national immunization days from national organizations, governmental 

and nongovernmental, and most importantly from the communities who actively 

participated in the national immunization days. Support from CDC, Rotary International, 

UNICEF and WHO, USAID, the European Community, the German technical cooperation 

agency GTZ and the Governments of Italy and the Netherlands, have all contributed to the 

success of the national immunization days. I am very pleased to note that the national 

authorities are taking advantage of the momentum created by the national immunization 

days to invigorate routine immunization services, and to strengthen the programme to 

achieve all its goals in poliomyelitis eradication, measles reduction and neonatal tetanus 

elimination. 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 
 Although there have been considerable achievements, many challenges still remain to 

be addressed. More inputs are needed to repeat the national immunization days, improve 

routine coverage, strengthen the disease surveillance system, reduce measles and apply the 

high risk approach for elimination of neonatal tetanus. The need to maximize the 

collaborative efforts of all partners to reach the immunization targets set for Yemen cannot 

be overemphasized. 

 

It is evident that we are in a critical period in relation to the goals of disease 

reduction, elimination and eradication, and the more so in Yemen. I consider this meeting 

symbolic of the combined partnership between all of us in supporting the Yemen 

authorities in their efforts to achieve the EPI goals. 
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I look forward to your renewed commitment and contributions in support of EPI in 

Yemen. Once again, I wish to express my sincere gratitude to you for participating in this 

meeting and I would like to reiterate my thanks to the Government of Yemen for giving us 

this opportunity to participate in this meeting and for the facilities they have provided to 

make it a success. 

 

 May God Almighty give us the wisdom and the strength to serve humanity. Amen. 

 

 Thank you. 

 


