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Distinguished participants, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues 

 

 It is my pleasure to welcome you to this Consultation for the 

Development of Guidelines for National Training Activities. 

 

 You are well aware that national training activities are among 

the most important instruments for continuing education of health 

personnel. In order to set the scene and highlight the significance of 

this consultation, it will be useful first to examine the role, nature and 
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overall contribution of national training activities for the development 

of health personnel. 

 

 The World Health Assembly in 1974 called on Member States to 

consider, as a matter of urgency, the development of national systems 

of continuing education for the health professions based on national 

and local health needs and demands, with full utilization of the 

resources of universities and schools of health personnel. It also 

encouraged them to consider the promotion of a systematic approach 

in educational planning for continuing education and the periodic 

assessment of the quality of performance of health personnel in 

delivering preventive and curative health care. 

 

 In response to this resolution the World Health Organization 

Eastern Mediterranean Regional Office organized a number of 

intercountry meetings as well as national seminars and workshops on 

a range of subjects related to health development in Member States. 

Because of the importance of national training activities as a major 

area of collaboration with Member States and an important 

mechanism for strengthening national capabilities, these activities 

were discussed during the 1995 and 1996 meetings of the Regional 

Director with WHO Representatives and Regional Office staff. It was 

concluded that the training activities that have been supported by 

WHO have made a significant impact on strengthening of health care 

services and on development of health personnel.  However, in spite 
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of the achievements, these activities have not always been very 

successful in building up a national institutional capability in 

conducting similar training on current as well as emerging priorities. 

It is therefore imperative to consider seriously whether we should 

continue to conduct the national training activities through our 

traditional system or whether we should search for an innovative and 

more effective form of training that is institution-based. Conducting 

national training activities through institution-based training will both 

strengthen the national training capabilities and promote the quality of 

continuing education for health personnel and academic medical 

education. 

 

 Based on these considerations, the Regional Office recently 

prepared draft guidelines for WHO collaborative activities in national 

training programmes, copies of which were circulated to you for 

review prior to this meeting. These guidelines will serve as a working 

paper for discussion during your consultation and the objective of this 

consultation is to critically review and finalize the draft guidelines. At 

this stage I wish to remind you that the primary purpose of national 

training activities is to upgrade the quality of health care as much as 

possible.  In our efforts to achieve this, we should be aware that the 

rapidity with which communities are changing is creating new 

dimensions in health care and medical education. We must respond 

effectively to the changing community needs and changes in patterns 

of morbidity and mortality. We must also take into account the 
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development of modern approaches and appropriate technology in 

health and continuing education. 

 

Needless to say, continuous monitoring and evaluation of 

national training activities should be an integral part of any national 

training programme and there is a need for each national training 

activity to have an objective evaluation component. 

 

 I would like to request you to select the most effective way to 

prepare practical and action-oriented guidelines that can be easily 

planned, implemented and evaluated in our Region. Such guidelines 

will assist countries when they prepare their national training 

strategies and will contribute to the development of effective 

mechanisms for evaluating training activities. 

 

 Training should complement the contribution of medical 

education institutions and of health care delivery systems at all levels, 

including field training and research.  In other words, the national 

training activities should be an integral part of the health and medical 

education systems.   

 

 I am sure that with your considerable experience and broad 

vision, you will bring other useful thoughts and practical ideas to the 

consultation. I wish you success in your deliberations and look 

forward with interest to the outcome of this consultation. 
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